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The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. 

Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true education. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther_king_jr.html


Holme Grange School  

This policy relates to the whole school, including Little Grange and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). It 
should be read alongside the School’s subject schemes of work and curriculum maps, Teaching and Learning 
Policy, Feedback Policy, RSHE Policy, Careers Policy, SEND Policy, EAL Policy and Artificial Intelligence Policy.  

Statutory framework and purpose  

Holme Grange provides a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum for pupils from age 2 to 16. The curriculum 
is designed to meet the requirements of Part 1 of the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 
2014 and, for children in the EYFS, the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage for group and 
school-based providers effective from 1 September 2026. Appropriate curriculum plans and subject schemes of 
work support this policy and are reviewed to ensure that they take account of pupils’ ages, aptitudes and needs, 
including pupils with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).  

The curriculum provides experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social, 
physical, aesthetic and creative education, together with personal, social, health and economic education. It 
promotes respect for the protected characteristics, does not undermine the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs, and prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in modern Britain.  

Vision  

Holme Grange School is a united learning community preparing young people to thrive amid the opportunities 
and challenges of the 21st century - so that they can serve our changing world as fulfilled, resourceful and 
compassionate citizens. For us, education is a lifelong journey towards meaning, purpose, connection and 
wisdom. 

Aims  

• Fulfil the potential of every pupil through high expectations, appropriate challenge and strong pastoral 
support.  

• Provide a rigorous academic education while maintaining a deliberately broad and well-rounded 
curriculum.  

• Develop confident, independent, articulate, reflective and resourceful learners who can think critically 
and creatively.  

• Develop character, curiosity, resilience, empathy, courage, initiative and a sense of moral purpose.  
• Prepare pupils for successful transition to their next stage of education and for life and work in a changing 

world.  
• Give pupils meaningful opportunities in the arts, sport, outdoor learning, technology, languages, 

leadership, service and enrichment alongside the examined curriculum.  
• Recognise individual needs and aptitudes and adapt teaching so that all pupils, including those with 

SEND and those requiring greater academic challenge, can make strong progress. 
• Support pupils in learning to serve our changing world as fulfilled, resourceful and compassionate 

citizens.  

The Holme Grange approach to learning  

Holme Grange combines academic ambition with individualised, evidence-informed teaching. The curriculum is 
carefully sequenced from the earliest years to Year 11 so that knowledge, vocabulary and skills build over time. 
Curriculum maps are updated and shared with parents each term, while subject schemes of work identify the 
detailed content and progression expected within each year group.  



The Holme Grange Learning Habits remain an important part of the curriculum and wider school culture:  

• Empathy and Understanding  
• Courage and Self-Belief  
• Independence and Initiative  
• Co-operation and Collaboration  
• Risk Taking and Resilience  
• Curiosity and Enthusiasm  
• Imagination and Creativity  

Teaching aims to ensure that pupils acquire new knowledge, remember and apply what they have learned, 
communicate with increasing precision and develop strong literacy, numeracy, speaking and listening skills. 
Teachers use assessment and professional judgement to respond to pupils’ understanding and adapt teaching 
without reducing academic ambition.  

Teaching and Learning priorities 2026–27  

The School’s current academic development work builds on its whole-school adaptive teaching programme. The 
2026–27 focus is on adaptive expertise: noticing what pupils understand, responding intelligently in the moment 
and evaluating the impact of that response. Three linked priorities shape this work:  

• Professional noticing – using evidence from pupils’ responses, work and misconceptions to decide what 
to do next.  

• Challenge for all – adapting support, not ambition, so that scaffolds remove genuine barriers without 
removing the thinking.  

• Pupil independence and metacognition – helping pupils plan, monitor and evaluate their own learning 
and become increasingly self-regulating.  

This work is complemented by continuing whole-school projects in oracy, artificial intelligence and provision for 
more able, gifted and talented pupils (MAGT). In Years 6 to 9, Bedrock Learning is also used to strengthen 
vocabulary and literacy development, with progress monitored by form tutors and English teachers.  

Curriculum by phase  

Early Years Foundation Stage – Little Grange and Reception  

The EYFS curriculum follows the statutory framework effective from 1 September 2026. Practice is shaped by the 
four guiding principles of the EYFS: every child is a unique child; children learn to be strong and independent 
through positive relationships; children learn and develop well in enabling environments; and children develop 
and learn at different rates. These principles apply to all children, including those with SEND.  

The curriculum provides learning through seven important and interconnected areas of learning and 
development. The three prime areas, which are particularly important for children’s learning, relationships and 
development, are:  

• Communication and Language  
• Physical Development  
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

The four specific areas, through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied, are:  

• Literacy  
• Mathematics  



• Understanding the World  
• Expressive Arts and Design  

Activities and experiences are planned in accordance with the statutory educational programmes for all seven 
areas. Practitioners are ambitious for every child and use their knowledge of each child’s needs, interests and 
development to plan a challenging and enjoyable curriculum. For the youngest children, particular emphasis is 
placed on securing strong foundations in the prime areas. As children move into Reception, there is a 
progressively greater focus on the essential knowledge and skills within the specific areas that prepare them for 
Key Stage 1, without narrowing the curriculum.  

Children learn through their own play, adult-guided learning, adult modelling, observing others and warm, 
responsive interactions. Planning and teaching reflect the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning: 
playing and exploring; active learning; and creating and thinking critically. Practitioners respond to children’s 
emerging needs, maintain secure routines and adjust their practice to reflect different rates of development.  

Communication and language underpin the whole EYFS curriculum. Practitioners create a language-rich 
environment through sustained back-and-forth conversation, adult modelling, sensitive questioning, storytelling 
and role play. Children hear and discuss a broad range of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and have 
frequent opportunities to acquire, use and embed new vocabulary. Early literacy includes the development of 
language comprehension, a love of reading, systematic word reading and increasingly confident transcription 
and composition. Mathematics provides frequent and varied opportunities to develop a secure understanding of 
number, numerical patterns, spatial reasoning and mathematical vocabulary.  

Outdoor provision is integral to the curriculum and supports communication, physical development, creativity, 
curiosity, independence and understanding of the natural world. Children have daily access to outdoor play or, 
where direct access is not possible, planned daily outdoor activities unless circumstances such as unsafe 
weather make this inappropriate. Forest School and other outdoor experiences form part of the progressive 
curriculum beyond EYFS as pupils move through the School.  

For children whose home language is not English, practitioners may provide appropriate opportunities to develop 
and use that language in play and learning. All children are given sufficient opportunities to learn and reach a 
good standard in English. Where a child does not yet have a strong grasp of English, practitioners work with 
parents and carers to consider the child’s skills in their home language and distinguish language-acquisition 
needs from possible language delay.  

Practitioners act promptly where there are concerns about a child’s progress in a prime area. Concerns are 
discussed with parents and carers, appropriate support is agreed, and consideration is given to whether the child 
may need additional or specialist support, including involvement from the SENCO or relevant health 
professionals.  

Partnership with parents and carers is central to EYFS provision. Practitioners maintain a regular two-way flow of 
information, explain how the EYFS is delivered, share children’s progress and support learning at home. 
Information is exchanged appropriately with other settings attended by a child. Transition is planned carefully 
from Little Grange to Reception and from Reception to Year 1 so that teaching builds securely on what each child 
knows and can do.  

EYFS assessment  

Assessment is primarily formative and arises from practitioners’ professional knowledge of children and their 
day-to-day interactions. Practitioners consider children’s interests, what they know and can do, and information 
shared by parents and carers when deciding what to teach next. Assessment must not involve excessive 
paperwork or long periods away from interaction with children; written or photographic evidence is not required 
to substantiate professional judgements.  



The statutory EYFS assessment arrangements are followed:  

• Between the ages of two and three, practitioners complete the progress check at age two and provide 
parents or carers with a short written summary of the child’s development in the three prime areas. The 
check at age two is shared with parents and carers. The summary identifies strengths, areas where 
additional support may be needed, concerns about possible developmental delay, and the activities and 
strategies proposed in response.  

• The Reception Baseline Assessment is administered to eligible children within the first six weeks of 
starting Reception, in accordance with the current statutory assessment and reporting arrangements. 
Appropriate adaptations and participation decisions are made in consultation with parents, the SENCO 
and relevant specialists where necessary.  

• The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is completed for each child by 30 June in the final term of the 
academic year in which the child reaches five, subject to any statutory exemptions. Each child’s 
development is assessed against all the Early Learning Goals using practitioners’ knowledge and expert 
professional judgement, and the required information is shared with parents, Year 1 teachers and the 
local authority.  

The Early Learning Goals support the statutory end-of-EYFS assessment. They are not used as the curriculum, as 
an entry-level assessment or to restrict the breadth and richness of children’s experiences.  

Screen use in the EYFS  

The School has regard to the Department for Education’s current guidance on children’s screen use in early years 
settings. The whole-school 80:20 blended-learning principle is not a target or entitlement for screen use in the 
EYFS. Screen use is limited, carefully planned, adult-supported and linked to a clear learning purpose. It must not 
displace play, conversation, reading, physical activity, outdoor learning, sleep or responsive interaction with 
adults and other children.  

Children do not access screens without adult co-engagement. Content is checked in advance and must be safe, 
age-appropriate, slow-paced, predictable, advert-free and free from autoplay, scrolling feeds and algorithm-
driven content. Screens are not used in the background, to calm or occupy children, to manage behaviour or as a 
routine substitute for high-quality adult interaction. Screen use is normally avoided for children under two except 
in exceptional circumstances, such as a video call with a parent or carer. For children aged two to five, use in the 
setting is kept well within the Department for Education’s advised limit of one hour per day, and less wherever 
possible, recognising that children may also use screens at home. These limits do not apply to necessary screen-
based assistive technology for children with SEND.  

In line with current Department for Education advice, children in the EYFS do not use generative AI tools or toys 
with built-in AI features. Any exception involving assistive technology must be individually assessed and agreed 
through the School’s SEND and safeguarding arrangements. 

Pre-Prep – Years 1 and 2 
Years 1 and 2 broadly follow the Key Stage 1 National Curriculum, enhanced by the opportunities available in an 
independent all-through school. Pupils develop strong foundations in English, mathematics and science 
alongside humanities, religious studies, PSHE/RSHE, computing, the arts, sport and languages. Specialist 
teaching enriches provision in areas including music, sport, art, performing arts and French. Cross-curricular 
links are used where they deepen understanding while maintaining clear subject progression. 

Prep – Years 3 to 6 
Years 3 to 6 broadly follow and extend the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum. Pupils benefit from specialist 
facilities and specialist teaching; from Year 5, every subject is taught as a specialism and mathematics is taught 
in sets. The Prep curriculum includes English, mathematics, science, history, geography, religious studies, 
computing, French, art, design technology, music, drama, food-related learning, PSHE/RSHE, sport and outdoor 
learning. Reading, vocabulary and speaking are deliberately developed across subjects. 



From Years 5 and 6, pupils also take part in Holme Advantage lessons, described below, which add explicit 
future-facing and character education to the academic curriculum. 

Senior School – Years 7 to 9 
Years 7 to 9 follow a broad senior curriculum which builds securely towards GCSE study. Pupils study English, 
mathematics, the sciences, history, geography, religious studies, computing, modern foreign languages, creative 
and performing arts, design and practical subjects, PSHE/RSHE and physical education. Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics are taught as distinct sciences from Year 7. Pupils are offered French, Spanish and German within the 
languages curriculum. 

Year 9 is deliberately a year of exploration as well as preparation. Pupils experience a broad range of subjects, 
begin appropriate GCSE-related content and make informed option choices in the Spring Term for courses 
beginning in Year 10. Holme Advantage continues through Years 7 to 9, supporting future readiness, character 
and wider personal development. 

Years 10 and 11 – GCSE and Level 2 curriculum 
The Key Stage 4 curriculum is broad, balanced and personalised. Most pupils take nine GCSE subjects, although 
the exact programme is advised individually in the pupil’s best interests. All pupils study English Language, 
English Literature, Mathematics and Science, with pupils following either Combined/Trilogy Science or separate 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics as appropriate. Further Mathematics may be offered where appropriate. 

The current 2026 options offer includes: Art and Design, BTEC Animal Care, Business, Computer Science, Design 
and Technology, Drama, Food Preparation and Nutrition, French, Geography, German, History, BTEC Music, 
Physical Education, Psychology, Religious Studies, Spanish and Textile Design. Pupils are strongly encouraged to 
maintain breadth by including a Humanities subject and, where appropriate, a Modern Foreign Language. The 
School may amend the exact option offer in response to cohort needs, staffing and qualification changes. 

Current examination information 

Qualification / subject Current awarding body 

English Language and English Literature Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

Mathematics Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

Further Mathematics (where offered) AQA 

Combined Science and separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics AQA 

Art and Design Pearson Edexcel 

Business AQA 

Computer Science AQA 

Drama AQA 

Design and Technology AQA 

Food Preparation and Nutrition AQA 

Geography AQA 

History Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

French, German and Spanish Pearson Edexcel 

Physical Education Pearson Edexcel 

Psychology AQA 

Religious Studies Pearson Edexcel 

Textiles Design Pearson Exexcel 

BTEC Animal Care Pearson Edexcel 



Qualification / subject Current awarding body 

BTEC Music Pearson Edexcel 

The annual GCSE Options Booklet and examination/revision information provide the definitive current course 
specifications. Awarding bodies and qualifications may change following curriculum review; any such changes 
are communicated to pupils and parents. 

The Holme Advantage 
The Holme Advantage is an explicit curriculum entitlement designed to prepare pupils for the future and to 
develop character, confidence and capability beyond the examined academic curriculum. It strengthens the 
School’s commitment to a well-rounded education by giving pupils structured opportunities to engage with 
important issues and skills that do not sit neatly within a single traditional subject. 

In Years 5 to 9, Holme Advantage lessons provide additional teaching and practical experiences in: 

• Sustainability – understanding environmental responsibility, systems, choices and the role individuals 
and communities can play in a more sustainable future. 

• Oracy – developing confident, purposeful speaking and listening, discussion, presentation, explanation 
and debate. 

• Artificial Intelligence – developing age-appropriate AI literacy, critical understanding and responsible use, 
with a clear emphasis on using AI to support thinking rather than replace it. 

• Outdoor Learning – using the School’s grounds and wider environment to develop practical skills, 
teamwork, resilience, curiosity and connection with the natural world. 

In Years 10 and 11, the Holme Advantage develops further through more in-depth financial education and explicit 
study and examination skills. Pupils are taught practical approaches to revision, organisation, memory, self-
regulation, examination technique and managing the demands of GCSE study, while financial education 
prepares them to make increasingly informed decisions in adult life. 

Across all phases, the Holme Advantage complements rather than replaces the academic curriculum. Its 
purpose is to help pupils leave Holme Grange academically successful, personally grounded, adaptable and 
equipped to contribute positively to the world beyond school. 

Blended learning and the 80:20 principle 
Technology is used thoughtfully where it adds genuine educational value. As a guide, Holme Grange follows an 
80:20 blended learning principle: pupils will typically complete around 80% of their learning through paper-
based, practical, spoken or other traditional approaches and around 20% using devices or digital tools to 
maximise learning opportunities. 

This is a guiding principle rather than a rigid quota. Teachers retain professional discretion to choose the medium 
that best serves the learning intention, the needs of the pupils and the nature of the subject. In Key Stage 3 there 
is a deliberate emphasis on sustained written work, particularly during the first term of Year 7, while devices are 
used when they provide a more powerful, efficient or authentic learning experience. Digital learning includes 
explicit teaching of online safety, wellbeing and responsible technology use. 

The 80:20 principle does not apply as a target or expected allocation in the EYFS. Screen use in Little Grange and 
Reception is governed by the more restrictive, developmentally appropriate arrangements set out in the EYFS 
section of this policy and by current Department for Education guidance. 

Artificial Intelligence 
Holme Grange recognises that pupils need to understand and navigate artificial intelligence as part of 
preparation for future education and employment. AI is taught explicitly within Holme Advantage and may also be 
used within subjects when directed by a teacher and where its use strengthens learning. AI should support 
thinking, creativity, feedback, research or efficiency without replacing the intellectual work that pupils need to do 
for themselves. Expectations for safe, ethical and transparent use are set out in the School’s Artificial 
Intelligence Policy. 



Pupil-facing generative AI and toys with built-in AI features are not used in the EYFS, in accordance with current 
Department for Education screen-use advice, except where an individually assessed assistive technology is 
agreed under the School’s SEND and safeguarding arrangements. 

Reading, literacy and oracy 
Reading is a whole-school priority. Pre-Prep and Prep pupils have regular access to the library and structured 
reading opportunities. In Senior School, reading is promoted through English and timetabled library provision in 
Years 7 to 9. Vocabulary development is reinforced across subjects and through Bedrock Learning in Years 6 to 9. 
Oracy is developed both across the curriculum and explicitly through Holme Advantage, supporting pupils to 
articulate ideas, listen actively, question, explain and present with confidence. 

Homework and independent study 
Homework is used purposefully to consolidate knowledge, practise skills, prepare for future learning and develop 
independence. A homework timetable is published for relevant year groups. In Years 7 to 11, homework is set 
through Microsoft Teams assignments. Current guidance is that homework is normally set once per week in each 
relevant subject, with maximum task lengths of approximately 20 minutes in Years 7 and 8, 25 minutes in Year 9, 
and 30 minutes in Years 10 and 11, although teachers may vary this appropriately by subject and task. 

Trips, outdoor learning and enrichment 
Trips, visits, residential experiences, performances, competitions, outdoor learning and co-curricular 
opportunities are important extensions of the taught curriculum. They enable pupils to apply knowledge in 
authentic contexts, broaden cultural experience, develop independence and teamwork, and encounter learning 
beyond the classroom. Residential opportunities begin in the Prep School and curriculum-linked visits continue 
through Senior School. Duke of Edinburgh expeditions are available from Year 9. 

Personal development, PSHE/RSHE and British values 
PSHE/RSHE is taught throughout the School in an age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate way. It 
includes relationships and sex education, physical and mental health, safeguarding education, online safety, 
substance education, citizenship, equality, protected characteristics, financial awareness and preparation for 
adult life. The curriculum actively promotes the fundamental British values and encourages respect for other 
people, including those with different faiths, beliefs, backgrounds and characteristics. There are separate 
policies for both PSHE and RSHE. 

Assemblies and the Wider Curriculum 
Assemblies form an important part of the wider curriculum at Holme Grange and provide a structured 
programme of personal, social, moral, spiritual and cultural development across Pre-Prep, Prep and Senior 
School. Whole-school and phase assemblies explore themes linked to the School’s values and the wider 
world, including belonging, authenticity, ambition, integrity, service, kindness, democracy, equality, 
diversity and inclusion, mental health and wellbeing, anti-bullying, sustainability, climate action and 
responsible citizenship. The programme also responds to significant national and international events and 
commemorations, including Remembrance, Holocaust Memorial Day, International Women’s Day, World 
Mental Health Day and Safer Internet Day.  

Assemblies deliberately complement the taught curriculum and PSHCE, providing opportunities for pupils 
to consider contemporary issues, hear different perspectives and develop their cultural awareness, 
character and understanding of the world beyond school. The programme is enriched by careers education 
and external speakers, pupil leadership, class and student-led assemblies, academic themes, study and 
revision skills, charitable and service activities, sustainability initiatives, religious and cultural celebrations, 
and recognition of sporting and other achievements. 

Assemblies therefore contribute to the School’s commitment to a broad and well-rounded education, 
supporting pupils to become knowledgeable, reflective, confident and responsible young people who are 
prepared to contribute positively to their communities and wider society. 

Special educational needs, EAL and equality 
The School aims to meet pupils’ needs within high-quality classroom teaching wherever possible. Teachers use 
adaptive teaching, reasonable adjustments and targeted support so that pupils can access ambitious learning. 



The Accelerated Learning Centre (ALC) provides specialist support where appropriate, and the requirements of 
pupils’ EHCPs are taken into account in curriculum planning and delivery. Pupils with English as an Additional 
Language receive appropriate support in class and, where needed, through specialist individual or small-group 
provision. 

Holme Grange is committed to equal opportunity. Curriculum decisions are made in pupils’ educational interests 
and must not discriminate unlawfully. The School also considers its Accessibility Plan when planning and 
delivering the curriculum so that barriers to participation are identified and reduced where reasonably possible. 
Please see the SEND policy for more details. 

Careers and preparation for the next stage 
Careers education helps pupils to know themselves, understand the world of work and make informed decisions 
about GCSE and post-16 pathways. Pupils receive impartial guidance, encounter external speakers, develop 
employability skills and have opportunities for work experience. Support includes guidance on GCSE choices, CV 
and cover-letter writing, mock interviews, mentoring, post-16 pathways and an annual Sixth Form Fair. Advice is 
designed to challenge stereotypes and enable pupils to consider a broad range of education, training and career 
options. The school uses the Gatsby benchmarks to quality assure and monitor careers provision. The formal 
programme in the senior school starts in Year 7 through Year 11, with regular lessons, assemblies and speakers.  

Assessment, reporting and pupil progress 
Assessment is integral to teaching and curriculum planning. Teachers use formative assessment, classwork, 
homework and summative assessments to identify what pupils know and can do, diagnose misconceptions and 
determine next steps. Standardised assessments are used at key points to establish baselines and support 
analysis of attainment and progress. Academic leaders monitor individual pupils and groups, intervene early 
where progress is weaker than expected and ensure that parents are kept informed through the School’s 
reporting and parents’ evening cycle.  

In the EYFS, assessment follows the distinct statutory and developmentally appropriate arrangements set out in 
the EYFS section above. It is based principally on practitioners’ knowledge of each child and is designed to inform 
teaching, partnership with parents and successful transition rather than generate unnecessary evidence or 
paperwork 

Staff development and curriculum quality assurance 
Professional development supports high-quality curriculum implementation. In 2026–27 the School is deepening 
its work on adaptive teaching through adaptive expertise, metacognition, challenge, oracy and responsible AI, 
including work with the Ambition Institute. Quality assurance includes lesson observations, focused learning 
walks, departmental book looks, peer observation groups, pupil and staff voice, review of assessment 
information and scrutiny of curriculum documentation. 

EYFS professional development and quality assurance include the statutory educational programmes, the 
characteristics of effective teaching and learning, early identification of developmental concerns, statutory 
assessment arrangements, appropriate use of screens, safeguarding and welfare requirements, and effective 
partnership with parents and carers. 

EYFS safeguarding and welfare assurance  

The detailed safeguarding and welfare procedures for Little Grange and Reception are contained in the School’s 
safeguarding, safer recruitment, health and safety, first aid, food and nutrition, intimate care and associated 
operational policies. These policies and procedures are reviewed against the EYFS statutory framework effective 
from 1 September 2026. In particular, the School ensures that:  

• safe sleeping arrangements are in place for all children who sleep, with the specific statutory safer-sleep 
requirements applied wherever provision is made for a child under two;  

• registered childcare is not provided from premises where a banned dog breed is kept or present;  



• allegations that a person living, working or looking after children at the premises has harmed a child, or 
may have harmed a child, are managed and notified to the appropriate authority in accordance with the 
current harm threshold;  

• required enhanced criminal-record checks are obtained for employees and volunteers, including 
supervised volunteers, and new employees do not begin work before the required check has been 
received;  

• staff understand their ongoing duty to disclose information that may affect their suitability to work with 
children; and  

• staff qualifications, Level 2 English requirements, paediatric first aid certification, deployment and staff-
to-child ratios comply with the current EYFS framework and the Department for Education’s early years 
qualification requirements, including where experience-based Level 3 status is used. 

Monitoring and review 
The Senior Management Team monitors the implementation and impact of this policy through lesson 
observation, learning walks, pupil and parent feedback, interviews with pupils and staff, scrutiny of pupils’ work 
and curriculum documentation, and analysis of assessment and examination information. Heads of Department 
and subject leaders are responsible for maintaining appropriate schemes of work and ensuring coherent 
progression within their subjects. 

This policy is reviewed at least annually and earlier where changes to legislation, statutory guidance, 
qualifications or the School’s curriculum make this necessary. 

Current supporting documentation  

• Subject schemes of work and termly curriculum maps  
• Teaching and Learning Policy and Teacher’s Guide  
• Feedback / Marking Policy  
• RSHE Policy  
• Careers Policy  
• SEND Policy and Accessibility Plan  
• EAL Policy  
• Artificial Intelligence Policy  
• Educational Visits Policy  
• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and Safer Recruitment procedures  
• EYFS operational procedures, including screen use, safer sleep, food and nutrition, intimate care and 

paediatric first aid  
• Annual GCSE Options Booklet and examination information  

Key statutory references  

• Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014, Part 1: Quality of Education.  
• Department for Education, Independent School Standards Guidance, April 2026.  
• Department for Education, Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage for group and 

school-based providers, effective 1 September 2026.  
• Department for Education, Changes to the EYFS framework from 1 September 2026.  
• Department for Education, Help for early years providers: Screen use.  
• Department for Education, current Reception Baseline Assessment: assessment and reporting 

arrangements.  
• Department for Education, Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Handbook.  
• Department for Education, Early years qualification requirements and standards.  
• Equality Act 2010.  
• Current statutory guidance on Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health 

Education. 



Curriculum Plan R-11 | 2026-27  
Weekly curriculum allocation - new 45-minute timetable  
* Figures are weekly curriculum allocations from the 2026-27 planning sheets. Unless otherwise indicated, one numbered session represents one 45-minute lesson. Reception-Year 2 also include some shorter specialist/enrichment sessions; exact durations are set out in 
the phase timetable.  
† The Holme Advantage is a curriculum entitlement for Years 5-11 and is delivered through dedicated enrichment/special provision. Years 5-9 develop sustainability, oracy, AI and outdoor learning; Years 10-11 deepen financial education and study/examination skills.  
Options: Year 9 = three option blocks of two 45-minute lessons including Animal Care, Textiles, Psychology, Business Studies, Sports Science. Year 10 = four GCSE option blocks of three lessons. Year 11 = four GCSE option blocks of four lessons. PSHCE in Year 11 is 
delivered through the special/enrichment allocation.  
Source: Timetable planning document - Prep 2026 and 23.02.26 allocation sheets, with the 2026-27 Holme Advantage curriculum entitlement.  

 

Year  English / 
Phonics  Reading 

/ Compreh.  Maths  Science  MFL  History  Geography  Topic  RS  Computing / 
IT  Art  DT / Food / 

Outdoor  Music  Drama  PSHCE  Holme 
Advantage/Enrichment  Options  Sport  Judo / Dance 

/ Gym  Forest / 
Outdoor  Total*  

R  5    5  1  1      2  1  1  2    1    1      4  2  2  30  
1  5  1  5  1  1      2  1  1  1    1    1      4  1  2  30  
2  5  3  5  1  1      2  1  1  1    1    1  3    4  1  2  35  
3  5   1  5  2  1  2  2    1  1  2  2  2  1  1      8      40 

4  5   1  5  2  1  2  2    1  1  2  2  2  1  1      8      40 

5  5   1  5  2  1  2  2    1  1  2  2  1  1  1  5†    8      40 

6  5   1  5  2  1  2  2    1  1  2  2  1  1  1  5†    8      40 

7  5    4  4  4  2  2    2  1  2  2  1  2  1  5†    7      40  
8  5    4  4  4  2  2    2  1  2  2  1  2  1  5†    7      40  
9  5    5  6  2  2  2    2  2          1  ✓†  3 × 2  6      40  

10  6    6  9                      1  ✓†  4 × 3  6      40  
11  5    5  9                      Special  ✓†  4 × 4  5      40  

 


