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In the final term, the spirit of our community burned
with a radiant brightness that transcended all
adversity, but there was life before COVID too.  In
Autumn 2019 we were awarded the ISA Senior
School of the Year Award for Academic Excellence
and Innovation and in the Spring term were awarded
the Gold Standard  SMSC Award (Social, Moral,
Spiritual and Cultural).  

What defines us, as a school,  is the courage,
creativity, and resilience with which our community
responds to challenge, rather than the intrinsic
nature of these challenges themselves.

 

We started the year welcoming three students from
OLN in Nairobi, and subsequently went on to raise a
tremendous sum which allowed us to award
scholarships to those who visited, securing their
secondary education and a more positive future.
We were humbled by their visit. 
In January we hosted our second Parent
Conference; little did we know the advice given in
many of the sessions would be called upon so soon. 

2019-20 will undoubtedly be a year to remember,
but it was certainly much more than the final term of
the year. Our pupils are remarkable, curious, well
rounded young people. The Learning Habits they
call upon are embedded, the confidence and self-
belief will ensure they continue to thrive in our
rapidly changing world. Let's continue to get them
ready for whatever their future world offers.

We have not simply
survived; we have 
grown together and
thrived together during
these most testing of
times.

M E S S A G E
from Mrs Robinson

Challenge
Adventure

Friendship

2019-20 - Adventure, Challenge
and  Friendship

Click the picture to hear 
Mrs Robinson's Podcast

Little did we know how relevant these would be
and how, as a community, we would all embark
on an adventure that will undoubtedly become
part of our history. It has brought challenges and
taken many outside of their comfort zone. We
have inspired each other to live with hope and
face the future with the sure knowledge that we
will emerge in a stronger position than ever
before.
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https://audioboom.com/posts/7473053-claire-robinson-holme-grange-school-berkshire


S C H O O L   
D E V E L O P M E N T
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2019 – 2020 was a momentous year for Holme Grange
with the opening of the Senior School building Eaton
Grange, with state-of-the-art Library and beautiful
Community Room over-looking the fields. The
Wellbeing and Pastoral Hut was built close to the new
Eaton Grange building. 

The academic year saw Reception move into their new
permanent home at the Hive. Their outdoor Treehouse
was built and the old Reception classrooms were
demolished opening up the Prep playground and
giving space for an extra netball court. 

More pathways and driveways were tarmacked
making movement around the site easier.

Later In the year we also built additional Outdoor
Learning Classrooms which enriched further our
provision for learning and supported delivery during
the COVID-19 lockdown.

The Hive and Treehouse 

Eaton Grange Building and Pathways 



H I G H L I G H T S

ISA Senior
School Of the Year

2019

National Teaching
Assistant Of The Year 

1st Pupil to Qualify
@ Diploma Level 
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Outdoor Learning Classrooms

Inside The Hive

Playground



P U P I L  L E A D E R S
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Little Grange
A very different year for both the children and staff, but with
the true Holme Grange spirit we all enjoyed a year of fun,
learning and opportunities.

In the Autumn term, children certainly rose to their
challenge of performing in the Nativity. 

They showed resilience, confidence and more than a little
creativity. Joining the main school for Remembrance Day,
although a sombre occasion, provided an opportunity to
show respect and recognise the wider community. Our
annual sponsored walk with the  Reception classes always
provides an opportunity for some fun, such as jumping in
leaves and finding a range  of different ways to move along
the lines of the football pitch! 

The poetry performance in the Spring term gave children
the opportunity to stand and perform as a team in front of an
audience - a wonderful introduction for them to
performance poetry.

Outdoor learning and Forest School continue to be two of
the most popular activities; the addition of a mud pit
certainly brought a new meaning to exploring mud and risk-
taking!

Learning during lockdown provided Mrs Fifield with the
opportunity to dress up and use her creativity and risk-
taking to find different ways in which to engage children in
their distance learning. We saw so many examples of the
learning undertaken by our pupils whilst at home .

A very wet and gloomy day was the ideal opportunity for us
to brighten up Holme Grange. Dressed in waterproofs and
wellies we set off with paint brushes and powder paint. In
the puddles we added the paint and spent an afternoon
mixing, jumping in the coloured water and creating mini
streams! Secret readers morning was very exciting as three
of our parents came to share their favourite stories with us. 

P R E - P R E P
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Reception enjoyed another fantastic year in their
brand new purpose built facility ‘The Hive’. The class
of 2019-2020 were the first Reception students to
learn in this beautiful environment with its own forest
area, outdoor play zone, indoor tree house and
wonderful resources. The children began each day
working on activities in our award-winning Motor
Movers programme to prepare for learning. The class
mascots: Ringo and Benny Bee enjoyed the birthday
celebration that children organised and shared with
them.

The children became more familiar with their
community, exploring the school grounds and
meeting members of staff who work in roles across
the school. Interviewing Mrs Robinson; the ladies in
the front office; the ‘Bobs’; and our catering staff.
They also moved into the local community talking
with the police.

Within the academic year, pupils learning was
enhanced through a range of activities. The children
went on a visit to Pizza Express to make their own
yummy pizzas. These were brought back to school to
be devoured in our Italian restaurant ‘Casa Hive’. The
children went to the moon when the planetarium
visited the school and travelled the world from the
comfort of their classroom exploring dishes from all
over the globe. The children learnt about each other’s
cultures and celebrations, learning skills of empathy,
understanding and respect. 

The Reception children took leading roles in the
EYFS Nativity which was performed confidently in
The Caudwell Hall to parents and pupils. Pupils also
performed their class assembly to parents and
demonstrated wonderful co-operation and
collaboration in their performance poetry
competition entry.

Reception
P R E - P R E P
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Within the school grounds, the children loved their
Forest School sessions which often included searching
for and recognising bugs and creepy crawlies on mini-
beast safaris.  Forest School continued to provide
opportunities to improve manual dexterity and build
hand muscles through use of tools, all of which aided
written work in class. 

Though the year had its ‘unique features’ due to Covid–
19, staff and pupils displayed great resilience with a
move to online learning which continued to offer a
stimulating and challenging curriculum filled with fun.
Mrs Patel’s videos were a real highlight for the pupils.
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Pre-Prep continues to bring joy and energy to Holme
Grange, with our happy, confident pupils who share
the Holme Grange Way in their words and actions. In
Year 1 and 2, pupils have displayed our Learning
Habits and understand that it is good to take risks
and have a go whilst building resilience.

Children have gained courage and self-belief in the
classrooms and outdoor settings and their
outstanding effort and progress has been a delight to
witness.  This year’s highlights have included:
performances in the Caudwell Hall including
Nativities, Class Assemblies and the Performance
Poetry Competitions. Year 1’s assembly on the theme
of Love highlighted so much of our school ethos. 

In Year 1 and 2, pupils have made huge progress in
their reading, writing and mental maths; pupils have
also worked on their physical development with their
daily Motor Movers in class. Imagination and
Creativity was shared in abundance this year with
Year 2s shrinking and going on mini-beast
adventures, and in Big Write sessions in the
classroom and Zoom. The Katie Morag and Teddy
Adventure stories were of exceptional quality.

A wide variety of trips and visitors provided
curriculum enrichment including: Living Rainforest,
Planetarium, Victorian Classroom and a Great Fire of
London Workshop. The children’s impeccable dress
and behaviour standards were commented on
during these excursions.  This year we had many
visitors for Careers Week, all of whom shared how
the Holme Grange Learning Habits were vital in their
roles, from Olympian to Vet and Doctor. The
curriculum was further enhanced with our Well
Being Day where we focused on Happiness.
 

Years 1 & 2
P R E - P R E P
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The academic year of 2019-20 was extremely successful for all pupils in terms of academic, social and personal
development. It stretched and challenged staff and pupils in many ways with blended learning and use of Google
Classrooms and Zooms! As always, our pupils rose to the challenge and showed immense courage and self-
belief, with more than a spoonful of resilience!
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Last school year 2019-2020, as every year, started with a
great deal of enthusiasm and excitement. We had great
students and a dedicated and professional staff ready for
the challenges ahead and aiming to inspire excellence in
all areas among our community of learners.

I do not think any one of our community would have
foreseen the challenges that we were about to face. The
unfolding COVID-19 outbreak in March, which lead to a
global pandemic, would have an effect which would be
felt by all people and communities. Last year has seen a
period of unprecedented change impacting every aspect
of people’s lives that a year ago would have been
unimaginable.

However, let us reflect on and celebrate what all we
have achieved last school year despite the challenges
which we have faced. There are many highlights and
achievements to remember.

During the Autumn term we had our Harvest Festival
where the Prep School children donated a wide variety
of foods for our local foodbank to support those families
in need. The generosity of our families was, as always,
very humbling. The children sang beautifully and read a
selection of prayers encouraging us to be grateful for
what we have as well as showing empathy to others less
fortunate.

The theme of thinking about others continued into our
recognition of World Mental Health Day, where we
raised money for Young Minds and considered our own
mental health and strategies to help us stay mentally
healthy. 

The Christmas Service, at Corpus Christie Church,
brought our busy term to an end with a wonderful
nativity scene created by Year 6 children, thoughtful
readings and wonderfully evocative singing.

Years 3 - 6 

Click the picture to see Remote Learning 

P R E P
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World Mental Health Day

https://vimeo.com/431755110


Our New Year brought levels of excitement but also
those of concern with what was happening in the world
around us. The children played in sports matches and
attended trips which were to be their last for months.
When our Lockdown happened the school changed but
never shut, being open to children of keyworkers. All our
lessons moved onto Zoom and Google Classroom. We
all learned lots of information very quickly and it wasn’t
long before it all became second nature to children and
teachers alike! Although Zoom was not ideal, it did mean
we could all see each other, chat things through, share
our experiences and still have a feel of community which
is so important to us all. We were able to celebrate this
amazing community through celebrating the Queen’s
Jubilee which we Zoomed to all of our Holme Grange
families.

When half term arrived we were so thrilled to welcome
back Year 6 pupils. Prep School started to fill and the
sound of children enjoying being back together again
was wonderful. The sun shone and we enjoyed many
picnic lunches on the fields. Then Year 5 arrived, adding
to our joy, and finally towards the end of the term we
were lucky enough to welcome Years 3 and 4.

During these weeks we had so much to look back on: our
fish filleting day where nearly 100 families filleted fishes
instructed by our amazing Thomas Franks chefs; our
camping experiences, building dens, walking the
mudflats and bring our pets to Zoom! All of these
wonderful experiences presented by our dedicated staff.
The levels of resilience and grit displayed by our
students, parents, teachers, and staff have been an
achievement to be proud of and without these attributes,
many of the achievements I have mentioned would not
have been possible.
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Virtual Anti-Bullying Workshop
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Head for the Day

Normandy at Holme

Maths Trail



Years 7 - 11 

Every new academic year is an adventure, but this year
was particularly exciting as we moved into our new
Eaton Grange building. Very soon, the library, art room,
community room and new classrooms were bustling
with students and we wondered how we had managed
without the building. Year on year our student numbers
are increasing in Eaton Grange and it is a delight to see
our young people taking advantage of all the senior
school has to offer.

The school year was as busy as ever.  Events such as
Study Skills and Effective Reading took place to help and
support our students’ learning, and theatre and gallery
trips complemented our classroom curriculum.  As
always, our students performed well in various sports
both in local and national events.  Music concerts
showed off the amazing talent we have in the school and
provided some delightful musical evenings.  Eaton
Grange Presents… was the stunning drama performance
of The Heights followed by a lighter but no less
impressive “trip” to the west end musicals.  Our lecture
series included a visit by Anne-Marie Imafidon who gave
a very inspiring talk to our students on her experiences
with Maths and science.  Elizabeth Burton-Phillips also
delivered an extremely useful session on drugs, sadly
inspired by her tragic personal circumstances.

Life in Eaton Grange is not just about life in school;
service to our community is vital to our young people in
order to help them become responsible citizens.  Our
Harvest produce was delivered to WADE and to the
Wokingham Food Bank, our Duke of Edinburgh students
continued their community service, the Year 7 Enterprise
project raised a very impressive sum of money for a
range of charities, and our Eaton Grange Charity week
raised a record amount for the Thames Valley Air
Ambulance Service.  The enthusiasm and commitment of
our students to helping others is to be commended.

E a t o n  G r a n g e
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Harvest Donations 

Anne Marie Imafidon



Ensuring our students are prepared for the next stages
in their education and career is our duty.  We had a busy
Careers week which focused on future plans and our
weekly careers assemblies saw a variety of outside
visitors share their career journeys with our older
students.

In preparation for sixth form study, Year 11 also attended
Careers and Apprenticeship fairs.  Confidence and
presentation skills were also developed in our TEDx
Youth event.

We always embrace challenge in Eaton Grange – but
who could have known!  This academic year ended with
the unprecedented challenge of a global pandemic
facing us all.  This presented everyone with a situation
we have never encountered before, but I have to say
how proud I am of our students and staff who faced
these difficulties with such determination and
commitment to continue our students’ education.  In
spite of the very strange circumstances, it was very
much “business as usual” in Eaton Grange. The learning
continued, our students all worked very hard and coped
extremely well with remote learning.

I would like to make a special mention of our Year 11
students who so suddenly were dealt the blow of not
being able to conclude this part of their school career
by sitting their GCSE’s.  However, all their hard work and
commitment paid off and we were thrilled with all our
students' achievements.

Click the picture to see Remote Learning 
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https://vimeo.com/431855097/4a2d9d842b


16

Year 7 Team Building

Start a Heart

DofE

Maths Trail

Career's Week
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The English Department were delighted with the
excellent iGCSE English Language and English Literature
results in August 2020, where students achieved a 100%
pass rate for both English Language and English
Literature for the second year running.

During the academic year 2019-20 year, there has been a
focus on the importance of teacher feedback to pupils,
inspired by published author and educational academic,
David Didau, whilst we continued to promote challenge
as an integral feature of learning for all our students.
Recent training with Fiona Oakley (Literacy across the
Curriculum) also positioned our staff well to develop
oracy within the classroom to further support effective
writing skills.

In Prep School, after reading Kensuke’s Kingdom, the
children wrote their own ending to the story and made a
short film. To celebrate this wonderful work, Year 5 and 6
took part in the HG BAFTAs! This was done remotely
during lockdown, with popcorn and ‘champagne’ at the
ready. Children and staff were wearing their finest and the
event was a great success.

The year saw a healthy increase in students becoming
involved in writing and speaking competitions such as the
Young Writers Rotary and the BBC’s 500 words. We were
thrilled to submit both the winning and runners up entries
to the senior Section of the Rotary Young Writers’
Competition: (Winner – J. Leven; Runner up – L. Jelley)
and senior students Jack Leven, Isabel Bain and Florence
Haigh also entered the Easthampstead Rotary Club’s
Debating competition. We hosted our very own TEDx
Youth event, involving students from Years 9 and 10 who
were a great credit to the school: Year 10: C. Braga, R.
Joseph–Kevan, J. Leven, I.Bain and F Haigh. Year 9: R.
Gericke and T. Snelling.

English
C U R R I C U L U M
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"Reading is to the Mind
what Exercise is to the Body”

Joseph Addison



November saw the annual Year 5-8 Performance Poetry
(internal and Inter-schools) competitions with entries from
a range of schools after the in-house competition to
select Holme Grange’s entries for the individual and group
categories. Congratulations to Tom Denny (Y7), Sophia
Stevens (Y8), Beatrix Lewis (Y6) and Marcus Stevens (Y5)
and all of 7P for being selected to represent Holme
Grange. Special congratulations to Marcus whose
performance was adjudged winner in his category.

In November, Year 4 children went to the Cambridge
Theatre in London to watch ‘Matilda’. The show brought
the story to life after all of their hard work on the text that
term. The children had taken part in the Y3 and 4 musical
version the previous year, so it was wonderful to sit back
and watch the professionals! We wonder which show was
better...? 

With the opening of the Eaton Grange building, came use
of our wonderful new library and reading is really starting
to take off: Mrs Charman, a published author herself, has
added enthusiasm and knowledge to the library provision
across the school, and she has also helped out with a
writer’s club and plans for a new EG students’ magazine.
The addition of more library books is inspiring students to
read more and a new buddy Y10 –Y 7 reading system has
injected peer support into the process of supporting those
who maybe struggle a little with reading to gain in
confidence.

11th Holme Grange Inter-school Performance Poetry Competition 

19

World Book Day



A selection of Year 10 and 11 pupils attended Further
Maths club throughout the course the year. The purpose
of this group was to develop pupils’ enthusiasm for and
enjoyment of the subject, alongside stretching and
challenging them to progress their mathematical skills
towards A-Level standards. We were delighted to be able
to keep this club running throughout the remote learning
period and the teacher and pupils alike found innovative
and interesting ways to delve deeper in to this subject.

This year, our new Year 7 cohort hit the ground running as
they embarked on their secondary mathematics career.
At the start of this journey they mastered number work,
explored algebra and utilised their cooperation and
collaboration skills in team maths problem solving tasks. 

Meanwhile, Year 11 pupils worked hard to prepare for
their final GCSE assessments. They utilised support from
their teachers, used past papers and worked with focus.
Despite the disruptions caused by COVID-19, they had all
worked to show their potential in mathematics. 

The maths department were delighted to be able to run
the annual maths challenge, even if this was completed
from the comfort of the pupils' own homes.

Maths

C U R R I C U L UM

Year 6 Maths Trail
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“The study of mathematics, like the
Nile, begins in minuteness but ends in

magnificence”
Charles Caleb Colton

Year 9 Maths Trail



Pupils in the Science Department enjoyed successes in
many competitions, including the Biology Challenge and
Physics Olympiad; earning gold, silver and bronze prizes
in these events. Amelia Tanner, Holly Gascoyne, James
Rix and Ethan Johnson took part in the Top of the Bench
Chemistry Challenge. The pupils had to utilise critical
thinking skills, problem solving skills, and a lot of team
work to tackle the various challenges. A great time was
had by all and the team were delighted to walk away
with a bronze medal! A Year 5 and 6 team reached the
final in the National Quiz Club Science competition by
winning their area heat. Unfortunately, the final, in the
summer term, was cancelled.

Year 11 were delighted to welcome Shaun Donnelly, the
UK Science Guy, to school to assist them with their GCSE
preparations. Shaun is a legend in the world of GCSE
Science and pupils were engaged with the whole
session, appreciating all the advice he had to offer. Year
6 enjoyed many exciting practical demonstrations upon
their return to school following lockdown . These
included Mentos and coke, elephants' toothpaste,
custard powder in a flame, setting hands on fire and
firing people along on wheelie chairs with fire
extinguishers!

Mrs Hendriksen’s weekly science shows were also a hit,
especially ‘Science Today…..Today’.  Lower down the
school, Pre-Prep continued to be enthused by their
Science through practical experiments with electrical
circuits, exploring changes with freezing and melting.
Our youngest students in Little Grange had a different
half termly focus on a Science topic, making petals on
flowers change colour and using equipment like
magnifying glasses and prisms to explore colour and
light. We used our school grounds to explore seasonal
changes. Most significantly, these younger pupils
continue to be encouraged to ask questions and seek
solutions; Why do things happen? How?

Science

C U R R I C U L UM
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“The development of physics, like the
development of any science, is a

continuous one”
Owen Chamberlain

Uk Science Guy



Pupils across the school excelled in their creatively this
year. They explored art through a variety of different
media, from traditional forms like painting to digital art
and even land art. Before the lockdown we took the
whole of Year 9 to Roche Court to see art by leading
contemporary sculptors. Year 10 pupils and art scholars
visited the National Portrait Gallery and Year 11 visited
the V&A. 
                   
We have continued to enter national competitions and
exhibitions; including ISA and IAPS iArt. In the latter, one
of our pupils, Hana Buksa, won first place in the Y9-10
category with a digital art piece. Lower down the
school, over thirty Year 3 pupils achieved their Arts
Award Discover, and the whole of Y7 have been
working towards Arts Award Bronze. Those pupils who
have completed their portfolios will have them
moderated by Trinity College London later this term. 

The Prep School have valued our facilities for
celebrations such as Pancake Day, and Years 4 and 5-6
relish their Cookery Clubs, and even baked and
decorated their own Christmas cakes. Years 6-9
benefitted from the new ‘Exploring Food and Nutrition’
course where food science learning has been
enhanced for future qualifications.  A further
qualification was introduced for our keen Year 10
nutritionists: the Food and Cookery Skills Vcert, which is
based on their coursework and cookery skills, and
provides a creative change from their core, examination
based academic studies. Another highlight was the
Great Holme Grange Bake Off, where Theo was
crowned champion for his piped Victoria sponge!

Art, Design and 
Food Technology

C U R R I C U L UM

Click the picture to go to HG 'Lockdown' Gallery

Click the picture to go to GCSE Art Class 2020 
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“Art is an adventure into an
unknown world, which can
be explored only by those

willing to take risks”
Mark Rothko

https://vimeo.com/467397377


2019-20 has shown us how important it is to improve our
communication skills in order to be able to maintain
contact with others, without being in school. We also
learnt that we don’t need to travel abroad or get out of
our home to speak a foreign language.

2019 started with our fantastic Languages Week where
we celebrate the diversity of languages and cultures
spoken across the world. The Year 8 Assembly revealed
that pupils love combining drama and languages.
Watching the Three Little Bears was a joy for all of us.
Pupils wanted to get involved in different activities, such
as the House Language Challenge and the Photo Booth,
where some of our pupils transformed into being a señor
and señorita, Herr and Fräulein, monsieur and
mademoiselle.

Year 5 pupils were entered into the National Language
Challenge where they learnt German and further
improved their French.  Two of our pupils received the
Bronze certificate, and Jessica Ingham and Lara Nasser
gained a place in the Regional Finals of the 2019 uTalk
Junior Language Challenge.

Our annual Year 6 Normandy Trip was not fully
cancelled. Instead of travelling to France, the pupils
immersed themselves in a variety of activities here at
Holme Grange. For example  we turned the dining room
into a French dining hall, serving croissant and frog legs.

I have to applaud our pupils who took up the challenges
posed by lockdown. They widened their IT and language
skills by using different websites and software; and
became a more independent language learners. Year 3
and 4 were singing happy French songs on Zoom. It was
a real pleasure to see that even some of the parents
joined in.  Well done!

Languages

C U R R I C U L UM
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“Knowledge of 
languages is the 

doorway to wisdom”
Roger Bacon



Music at Holme Grange has always prided itself on
encouraging creativity amongst our pupils, but never has
this skill been so clearly tested as it was this year! With
rehearsals and lessons being forced to move online it is
with great pride that we celebrate how admirably our
students rose to the occasion.

Like a Jazz musician negotiating his way through a
difficult set of chord changes, the department suddenly
found itself improvising how we could keep music alive
at the school. The result was superb on-line concerts,
with the highlight being a stunning virtual performance
of ‘Lean On Me’.

Instrumental tuition continued to flourish throughout the
year with pupils taking grade exams in five different
exam boards - ABRSM, Trinity College of Music, London
College of Music, Victoria College Examinations and
Rockschool. Many wonderful results were achieved with
a high number of distinctions and merits.  Amongst the
most outstanding achievements were Nicholas Miranda
Zezula, who gained a distinction in Grade 8 Violin and a
merit at Grade 8 in Music Theatre, and Amelia Tanner,
who became the first ever Holme Grange pupil to be
awarded a music diploma (DipVCM in Music Theatre)
with 100% - the day before lockdown!

With our usual spread of internal concerts, contributions
to school services and participations in local events such
as the Woodley Festival, it has been another wonderful,
albeit somewhat unique, year for Music at Holme
Grange! 

Music

C U R R I C U L UM

Click here for the Prep Summer Concert Part 1
Click here for the Prep Summer Concert Part 2
Click here for the Pre-Prep Summer Concert 

Click the picture to watch the EG Summer Concert
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“Music can change the world, because
it can change people.”

Bono 

https://vimeo.com/433942778
https://vimeo.com/434694933/13c757f198
https://vimeo.com/434668248
https://vimeo.com/433601808/9f17aa23ee


The arts enrich the quality of all our lives. They provide
the children with rewarding activities that aim to inform,
inspire, stimulate and entertain.  The students at Holme
Grange certainly strained every sinew in order put on a
varied programme over the year. 

The year began with the formation of singers and
dancers to put on the first Eaton Grange presents…’
evening of entertainment. A very strong company of
actors put on the play ‘The Heights’ by Lisa McGee,
documenting the lives of a group of teenagers on an
estate. This was followed by an equally dynamic group
of singers and dancers performing extracts from Les
Miserable and We Will Rock you, engaging the full
spectrum of emotions from an appreciative audience.

Pre-Prep School triumphed again with the Nativity,
getting everyone into the festive mood.  Senior students
followed the very successful Year 8 & 9 devised piece
on WW1 at the ISA Drama Competition in 2019, with a
Year 10 piece entitled ‘The Room’. This GCSE group
spent several months devising, improvising, revising,
scripting rehearsing, and directing themselves in a
provocative piece on social media, which was very well
received at Luckley House just before lockdown.

Years 3 & 4 had started rehearsals for an epic production
of ‘The Lion King’ in the Summer term, whilst Year 5 & 6
were well into the finals stages of rehearsals of Roald
Dahl’s Snow White, when lockdown came. Both are
scheduled to be fine-tuned for a revival towards the
latter end of the academic year 2021, we hope!

Meanwhile, Katie Baylis, Sophia Eley, Rebecca Johnson &
Alice Clayton joined a strong cohort of Drama scholars to
spearhead a campaign to spread the word of the
importance of drama in everyone’s lives, particularly in
these challenging times.

2020 saw another successful showing in the LAMDA
exams with six students gaining the highest mark of
‘Distinction’, two of whom achieving it at Grade 8, the
Gold Medal level.

Drama

C U R R I C U L UM
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“What is drama but life with the dull
bits cut out”

Alfred Hitchcock 



How do you relate history to the challenges of today’s
society? By examining the evidence, weighing up the facts
and exploring why people behaved as they did in the past,
of course!

Pupils in Pre-Prep have shared seaside adventures and
walked through the lives of famous people from the past
in order to glean an appreciation of what life was like in the
past.  In all their studies, the children asked questions and
tried to relate experiences to their past, their own or that of
their families.

Year 5 pupils visited Battle Abbey to experience the
horrors of 1066 before Year 3 pupils examined the
memorable evidence presented at the Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford; our historians have been busily living
their history. Year 4 pupils have gleaned much information
about ancient Greek battle tactics, studying virtual replays
of recorded campaigns.

Our wonderful visiting History Man was a mine of
information about the Dark Ages and the impact of Roman
civilization; this was rounded off during the short return to
school before the end of the year with a dramatic retelling
of the loss of the Ninth Legion in the swirling mists of time
in northern Britain.

History
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“There are still many causes worth sacrificing
for, so much history yet to be made”

Michelle Obama

The usual regular visits were made to our own World
War One trench classroom, with Year 5 pupils handling
various genuine artefacts, including a
(decommissioned) Lee Enfield rifle formerly used on
The Somme! This experience stimulated great displays
of related material, for pupils to research and enrich
their own learning in creating: posters, artwork, virtual,
real and even edible 3-dimensional models of trench
systems!

HG WW1 Trench



Year 10 and 11 students studied the fight for Black
American Civil Rights (very topical) Year 10 also studied
the Vietnam War, examining key justifications for war.
Year 9 and 10 students hosted a visitor from the
Holocaust Memorial Trust, a survivor of the evacuation of
children from eastern Europe who spoke with authority
and clarity; she made a lasting expression for a wide
audience of students and staff.

Throughout the year, history students have engaged
with making and relating their own presentations about
facets of the subject which interest them. Living the
dream of archaeologists in uncovering the burial
chamber at Sutton Hoo or opening the tomb in the
Valley of the Kings in 1923 after 3,000 years had passed,
our pupils have experienced the excitement of discovery
and how to use clues to retell events from the past.
During the lockdown period, Year 6 history lessons
moved out of doors, socially distanced, using drama to
retell the story of the Battle of Agincourt. Our Year 6
history detectives are still working on evaluating the
evidence…

Visit from Hannah Kliener
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In the Eaton Grange the Year 7 students have been
learning about population and the changes in our weather.
Year 8 students have explored tectonic hazards and rivers.
Year 9 students have enjoyed GCSE level work, studying
ecosystems and economic development. This has led onto
a high uptake in numbers for Year 10 where hazards,
urbanisation and physical landscapes are taught. Students
of Y11 have finished their GCSE experience studying coasts
and completing their fieldwork.

Geography is all about experiencing the wider world and
this year students have visited Naples in Year 11 and taken
two trips into Wokingham and to Highcliffe. Other trips,
which will be continued next year will include, Winchester,
a river excursion and other day trips available to all year
groups, Covid allowing!

Geography
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“Geography is the 
subject which holds the key to

our Future”
Michael Palin

This year has shown just how important Geography
is, both in terms of our connection to the world, the
political nature of countries, the shared character of
people and society and the economic importance of
Global trade and industry. Geography has shown us
this year the fragile and robust sides of the social,
economic and environmental worlds and the
importance of Geography in shaping who we are. 

Year 3 students have been exploring China,
discovering fossils and studying map skills. Year 4
students have been exploring Africa, learning about
the world’s rainforests and investigating weather and
climate, with the use of the Department's new
weather equipment. Year 5 students have been
building on their map skills and studying the
coastlines of Britain and Year 6 students have been
learning about the United Kingdom, ecosystems and
biomes.



In the Religious Studies department across the school this
year, we have continued to explore Christianity and other
principal religions and traditions, enhancing pupils’
awareness and understanding of the world around them.

During the year, pupils in Prep School have considered
their belief in God, gods or the nature of being. By
examining how the major world faiths depict, write about,
worship or celebrate aspects of their beliefs the pupils
broaden their global view, understand more about the
people of our world and appreciate the value of tolerance
in our society. Younger pupils relate these studies to major
festivals, such as Diwali, Ramadan or Hanukkah – they
make diva lamps and share religious stories. Older pupils
consider how faith is shown in our world, how believers
gather, celebrate and share their faith.

Longer studies are made of themes such as initiation or
baptism, by researching specific aspects and producing
presentations to share in class. Close study of the central
core of the Gospel message – Christ’s Golden Rule for
living – as Year 6 develop their own rap songs and
compare how Holme Grange’s central values reflect the
teachings of  faith leaders. Pupils examine the
expectations and values of each faith in increasing depth
and relate this to their own experience. Year 5 pupils use
drama to explore the major Christian festivals of Harvest
and Christmas; Year 6 pupils play an active part in
delivering acts of worship and remembrance throughout
the year.

In Eaton Grange, pupils have focused on identifying and
developing an understanding of key questions and ethical
issues from religious and non-religious perspectives.
Whilst the content in Years 7 and 8 covered the six main
world religions, there was also a focus on transferable
skills such as argumentation and using evidence to
support ideas.

Religious Studies
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“Religious Studies is about
enabling you to think for
yourself about religious

and moral issues... ”
Watton and Stone 

L27 with Year 11  



The year-long focus on argumentation skills also came
about because Holme Grange joined the Oxford
Argumentation in Religion and Science (OARS) Research
Project, with Oxford University. This study sought to
explore a range of strategies to develop higher-order
thinking skills and to bring teachers from different schools
and disciplines together to share knowledge and
experience.

As part of the OARS study, our Year 9 pupils were taught
different strategies for developing argumentation,
observed in their learning, and ultimately assessed on their
ability to write an argumentative essay on why we should
look after the planet’s resources. This was also a
collaboration with the Science department and by working
across disciplines, pupils were challenged in their
conceptions of how subject content is organised and saw
how skills are applicable across the curriculum.

Finally, 2020 saw our first cohort of pupils taking the
Religious Studies full course GCSE. With a 100% pass rate
we are happy to see how RS is growing its reputation as a
Humanities subject to study at this higher level. On a
lighter note, in October 2019 Holme Grange welcomed
LZ7 as part of the Illuminate Wokingham Christian youth
event. The band LZ7 performed and danced with our
students and more importantly encouraged them to act
and help support one another to overcome adversity. The
message was powerful and the day was fun for all
involved.
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Diwali 2019



2019/20 was an interesting academic year in so many
ways but it is not until I referred back to the start of the
year that I realised how much has gone on and how many
amazing things our pupils have achieved in sport this year.

In order to complete my summary of the year, I have
referred back to our Sports Twitter and I have thoroughly
enjoyed looking back over the year of sport at Holme
Grange. I also felt a huge amount of pride looking over not
only what the pupils have achieved in school but also in
the sports that they have taken part in outside of school. If
you have the time, I would thoroughly recommend that
you go and have a look at our sports twitter page
(@HGSport1) as it really is a true reflection of everything
that the pupils do at Holme Grange and is a fantastic way
to see the variety that is on offer to the pupils.

Despite the year being cut short due to COVID, the vast
accomplishments of the pupils have been absolutely
incredible and I know as a department we are hugely
proud of all that they have achieved. 

Sport - Girls' Sport
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“Some people want it to
happen, some wish it would
happen and others… make it

happen”
Michael Jordan

World Record for the largest ever netball lesson



It’s been a great year for Boys' Sport with a number of
successes in several sporting areas. Several year groups
excelled on the football pitch with some outstanding team
and individual performances. The U11’s were semi-finalists
at the Dolphin Tournament and the U8’s were victorious in
the Brockhurst tournament, showing great potential in
their first competitive tournament for the school.

In the Spring term our senior Eaton Grange boys were on
top form up at the National ISA football competition up in
Nottingham, winning the Shield for the second year
running. The U11’s were also successful at their ISA
competition winning the Plate competition. We are very
fortunate to have some very talented footballers at the
school and it was pleasing to see Lyall Kennedy and Marty
Pointon being selected to play District this year.

On the rugby pitch there were also some excellent
displays from many teams and individuals. The Senior
Eaton Grange Boys performed well within the Reading and
Wokingham School leagues and local independent
leagues they were involved in. Congratulations to Timi
Bakare for being selected to be in London Irish’s Academy
set up and for playing and captaining the Berkshire County
team this year.

Harrison Scott continues to shine on the Hockey pitch. This
year he was selected to play England Hockey at U17 level
and is proving to be an outstanding player. We wish him
the best of luck with his hockey career going forward. Also
in Hockey, Monty Neave has been working with the
England U15 performance centre and Hector Daniel has
been playing at County level.

From the Berkshire Schools Cross Country event Hector
Daniel qualified and competed at the National Event at
District level. Hector also qualified for Nationals for the ISA
competition alongside Marty Pointon having strong
performances at the regional event at Sherfield School.

Sport - Boys' Sport
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In the pool, Holme Grange had a number of successes in
2019-20. At the Regional ISA competition, Will Truswell
came 3rd Place in breast stroke, Kevin Ellahbadi came 3rd
Place in breast stroke and 4th Place in Backstroke, Theo
Target came 4th in the freestyle event, Harry Gibbs came
4th place in the backstroke and his brother Noah came 1st
in the Butterfly. 
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“Intelligence and skill can only
function at the peak of their
capacity when the body is

healthy and strong”
John F Kennedy

U15/16 Basketball team undefeated last season



A huge congratulations to our exceptional students who
were selected and competed in national and  international
sports this year.  Courage and self-belief were evident as
students took independence and initiative in their first
steps towards  a career in the world of sports.  

Elle Outram, who is part of the GB gymnastics squad, took
part in the English Gymnastics Championships and came
2nd.

in September Lia was selected for the British Tumbling
Programme  and took part in the English Gymnastic
Championships where she came 5th. Lia also competed in
the WOGA tumbling competition in Dallas in February
where she came 1st. 

Harrison Scott was selected to represent England at U16
level in Hockey and has since been re-selected for the
England U18 squad. 

Monty Neave reached phase 2 of the England Hockey
National age group selection and is currently waiting to
hear if he has made it to the last 16. 

Amy Kingsbury was picked for the U16 England Ice
Hockey squad.  

N A T I O N A L  &
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
S P O R T S
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Elle Outram came 2nd in
English Gymnastic Championships 

Lia wins gold at the WOGA 
tumbling competition in Dallas  

Harrison Scott was selected for England
U16 Hockey 



Students at Holme Grange are offered a plethora of co-
curricular activities, with over 70 clubs a week. Our aim is
to facilitate opportunities for them to gain different
experiences; unearth new passions;  and create new
friendships.

Pre-Prep students are able to unwind after their days in
the classroom at Chill Out and Tea. They have also been
able to opt for musical, dance, artistic and theatrical clubs
to support their creative imaginations. Students have the
opportunity to be taught by the prestigious Royal
Academy of Dance, across a number of disciplines
including Ballet, Modern and Tap. It has been lovely to see
some of the Street Dance performances in assemblies
throughout the year. Our budding tennis players have
enjoyed their weekly sessions with our professional coach,
both before and after school.

Prep students have been helping the Holme Grange
community by selling fruit and vegetables they have been
growing in gardening club. They have also been practicing
their golf swings at a local club to try and become the next
Rory Mcllroy! Glass art and pottery allowed students to
make presents for loved ones, and the ongoing sports
clubs have given the opportunity for students to learn new
skills, as well as prepare for weekly fixtures.

With climbing being introduced as a new Olympic sport,
our Prep and Eaton Grange students have really enjoyed
trying this at the fantastic Oakwood Climbing facility.

As always, our students love to show off their acting and
drama skills, throwing themselves into every school
production. Our staff offered an additional club for Eaton
Grange where students were able to learn some acapella
in Glee club! The Eaton Grange experience allowed our
senior school students to take part in more niche activities;
including go karting and Gravity Force Trampolining.
Students were booked in to qualifying as Open Water
Divers in the Summer Scuba club.

We had a number of new clubs this year which proved to
be very successful. Marketing, badminton, table tennis,
and the circus skills element of DofE (which was very
entertaining). We were fortunate enough to have gained
two international trampolines; these have been an exciting
new addition to both the sport department and the co-
curricular program, with students learning the basic and
more advanced somersaulting techniques. An absolutely
fantastic year for enrichment at Home Grange.

It is important for us to make school, club and community
links where students are able to continue to learn past the
classroom. We have exciting plans for the year ahead and
look forward to seeing how these develop.

Enrichment
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GCSE Results Day

E N R I C H M E N T
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PAA Bonfire Night & Christmas 

E N R I C H M E N T
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Holme Grange Meets Strictly
Come Dancing

E N R I C H M E N T
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OLN Visit from Nairobi 

C O M M U N I T Y
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Inspiring Change



Remembrance Day

C O M M U N I T Y
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Anne Marie Imafidon

S P E A K E R  V I S I T S

Holocaust Survivor Hana Kleiner
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https://vimeo.com/388470373


Parent Conference

S P E A K E R  V I S I T S

Shaun Donnelly@UKScienceGuy
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Colin Stuart @Skyponder

S P E A K E R  V I S I T S
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Speech Day

Prof Pat Preedy Shaun Donnelly 

Neil Back MBE

Major General Paul Nanson

Adventureman

Adebanji Alade



www.holmegrange.org


