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This year has been another one of so many success 
stories, both in and out of school. We care for 
our students and value them as individuals. The 
opportunities afforded to them here grows every year 
and it never fails to surprise me just how many things 
there is for our pupils to do, and embrace. Our pupils 
are curious and have a love of learning, but each in 
a different way and that is absolutely as it should 
be. Breadth of opportunity equips pupils to manage 
life’s uncertainties – life is, after all, only 10% of what 
happens to us and 90% of how we react to it.

As our Y11 move on at the end of their time here, 
some of whom have been with us since Little Grange, 
I see a group of young people who truly will make a 
difference to the world they enter as young adults. 
They are confident, articulate individuals whose 
academic success we can be mightily proud of which 
for some went way beyond their own expectations. 
But more than that, they have strength of character, 
emotional intelligence and a moral compass which 
will guide them through the challenges and changes 
life will throw at them. They can be proud of who 
they are as individuals. Abraham Lincoln, when 
talking of his son, asked that his teacher “teach him 
to listen to everyone, but teach him to filter all that 
he hears on a screen of truth and take only the good 
that comes through.”

Pupils at Holme Grange will not all come out the 
same. But they will have the values and habits 
which will serve them throughout their life. They will 
consider responsibility a privilege not a burden and 
use their abilities to shape events not only in their 
own lives but also in the lives of others. 

It is an honour and a privilege to be entrusted with 
the education of your children. All staff at Holme 
Grange share the School values and ethos and all 
go the extra mile to make a difference. Tolerance, 
humility and kindness build lasting friendships based 
on mutual respect. Our community is a very special 
one and would not be the same without those who 
make it so. 

I thank the staff for all their hard work, determination 
and commitment to the school. I thank parents for 
our ongoing partnership. Without the trust you put in 
us, we would be unable to fulfil our role in the school. 
Many of you contribute to the sense of community 
too, and give freely of your support and time in 
organising events and putting forward ideas. Most 
importantly, however, we thank you for entrusting 
your children to us, the professionals you chose to 
contribute to the education of your child. Finally, I 
thank the students, each and every one of whom are 
truly wonderful young people who will undoubtedly 
go on to contribute much to the world in which we 
live. We have an amazing student body and their 
enthusiasm, positivity, courtesy, collaboration and 
their willingness to embrace challenge is laudable. 
Their love of learning is commendable and they are 
at the centre of what our school is all about. 

I wish all our leavers the very best for their future and 
hope they will come back and visit us as so many 
do. Congratulations to everyone on a truly amazing 
academic year, in which we have enjoyed so many 
outstanding successes. I look forward to a new year 
and all that it may bring.

Yours sincerely, 
Claire Robinson

“We do not 
educate our pupils 
to be bystanders 
but to make things 
happen. At Holme 
Grange we want 
their educational 
journey to be 
an adventure, 
whether they are 3 
or 16, or anything 
in between.”

Claire Robinson

3



P U P I L  L E A D E R S

12. Deputy Senior Ambassador -

Chibuikem Ndubuisi

13. Deputy Senior Ambassador – Emily

Knighton

14. Pre Prep Ambassador – Lottie Dowle

15. Deputy Pre Prep Ambassador - Erin

Meakins

16. Head of Trent– Harriet Reekie

17. Head of Severn – Amelia Tanner

18. Head of Thames – Laura Harris

19. Head of Kennet – Holly Gascoyne

20. Hockey Ambassador –

Maddison Scott

21. Netball Ambassador – Madison

Kumpa-Finch

22. Rounders Ambassador - Miabella

Gordeno

23. Football Ambassador – George Weir

24. Rugby Ambassador - Monty Neave

25. Cricket Ambassador – Oliver Sleight

26. Athletics Ambassador – Hector Daniel

27. Swimming Ambassador - Logan

Clayton

28. Science Ambassador - Ava Harris

29. English Ambassador - Caian Stevens

30. Art Ambassador – Hana Buksa

31. Music Ambassador – Hollie Tanner

32. Drama Ambassador – Reuben Gericke

33. ICT Ambassador - Matthew Vickers

34. Computing Ambassador – James Rix
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1. Head of School 2019 – Chloe Phillips
2. Deputy Head of School 2019 –

Mark Dean

3.
4. Head of Sport 2019 – Amelia Tanner

5. Student Mentors 2019 - Katie Curnow
6. Student Mentors 2019 - Isabelle 

Mitchell

7. Head of School 2018 – Ella Hallam
8. Deputy Head of School 2018– Dabi 

Bakare

9. Head of Sport 2018 – Toby Dean

10. Senior Ambassador - Ethan Johnson

11. Senior Ambassador - Tilly Dowle
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S C H O O L  D E V E L O P M E N T. . . .
As you might expect, we don’t stand still at Holme Grange 
and have been working to develop and evolve both the 
site and the resources available to best meet the needs 
of educating our pupils for happiness and success in the 
21st century.

Our newest teaching block, The Hive, was opened in 
September, temporarily housing Eaton Grange Year 
9 forms, and maths and English classes for a year, 
before becoming the School’s Reception classrooms in 
September 2019 and a Junior Science Lab was created to 
support our commitment to subject specific teaching of 
STEM subjects across the school, in first class facilities.

We continued to develop the outdoor space at School 
to ensure our pupils have the opportunity to learn about, 

and work within, a natural environment: a new willow 
village on the Show Lawn; relocated enclosures for 
our animals; and the wonderful addition of a 1st World 
War trench constructed and kitted out to bring the 
harrowing experiences of trench warfare to life. These 
new spaces now complement the children’s more routine 
outdoor activity of, throughout the Pre Prep and Prep, 
Forest School and Outdoor Learning, and Animal Care 
qualifications and TLC for our older students.

The summer term also saw us open up a Farm Shop, 
selling Ho(l)me Grown produce every Monday after 
school and run by our students -  a super opportunity to 
combine fiscal acuity with green fingers which will further 
develop next year with a wider range of products.
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Little Grange have continued to add a little bit of 
magic to Holme Grange with their boundless energy, 
fantastic creativity and  endless imagination. 

Through the caring ethos in Nursery our young pupils 
emotional, physical, social and academic needs have 
been nurtured and developed. 

The children have enjoyed a wide variety of activities 
that have enriched their experiences throughout the 
year with Science experiments, a range of languages 
and cultures shared, Music and Art

This year we have been presenteed with  the ISA’s 
Innovation and Excellence award for our work in the 
Early Years. We introduced a physical development 
programme which has benefitted our youngest pupils 
evidenced in their developed co-ordination,reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. 

Our Little Grange pupils have thrived in our Forest 
School and are able to take risks, show resilience 
and have a go. They proudly demonstrate the Holme 
Grange Way.

L I T T L E  G R A N G E  
2 0 1 8 – 2 0 1 9

Little Grange

P R E - P R E P
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In Reception this year, all pupils have made 
outstanding progress against the EYFS standards 
whilst building incredible memories, friendships and a 
love of learning. 

The children have shown all our Holme Grange 
Learning Habits in a variety of activities both inside 
and outside of the classroom. They proudly follow the 
Holme Grange Way.

Curriculum enrichment has included many visitors to 
the classroom like a guide dog, fire engine and a vet. 
The pupils began to gain experiences beyond our 
beautiful school site visiting St Paul’s Church, a farm, 
Pizza Express and Wokingham Library. 

The children showed an understanding of service and 
working for others in their Spring Celebration preparing 
their songs and poems; gifts and cakes for their special 
visitors. They gathered together to listen to a quality 
live Music concert with a Paddington theme.

The children will move confidently from Foundation 
Stage to Year 1  as a real team who are able to work 
with co-operation and collaboration.

R E C E P T I O N
P R E - P R E P

Reception
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The children in Years 1 and 2 have gained courage and 
self-belief in their classrooms and outdoor settings 
and their outstanding effort and progress has been a 
delight to witness.  This year’s highlights have included 
the performances in the Caudwell Hall where we saw 
our Nativities, Class Assemblies, Performance Poetry 
Competition and of course our wonderful Speech Day 
celebrations.

In Year 1 and 2, pupils have made huge progress in their 
reading, writing and mental maths. Pupils have also 
worked on their physical development with their daily 
Motor Movers programme. Imagination and Creativity 
was shared in abounds this year and the ‘Books in a jar’ 
gave a lovely addition to Book Week and were proudly 
displayed in the library.

A wide variety of trips and visitors provided curriculum 
enrichment: Windsor Castle, Royal Albert Hall and 
Wellington College to name but a few The children’s 
impeccable dress and behavioural standards were 
commented on during these excursions.  

The academic year of 2018-19 was extremely successful 
for all pupils in terms of academic, social and personal 
development – well done to one and all!

Y E A R  1  &  2
P R E - P R E P

Year 1 Year 2
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P R E P  C H A L L E N G E 
A N D  F R I E N D S H I P

This has been another exciting year in the Prep 
School where the children have had the opportunity 
to challenge themselves academically through an 
assortment of competitions, socially through their 
residential trips, and physically through a huge 
number of sports matches.

Several prep children have entered general 
knowledge quizzes, mathematical competitions 
and art exhibitions all of which demonstrated the 
incredibly wide range of skills and talents the 
children have and the great self-confidence they 
possess.

In Sciwence, Year 4 children created some amazingly 
creative presentations demonstrating the human 
digestive system. Some children used an array of 
items usually found in garages! What was particularly 
impressive was the enthusiasm shown by children in 
engaging with the Science curriculum.

Our theme days have continued to be wonderfully 
supported by staff and children alike! Dressing up for 
our History Week for particularly impressive with our 
valiant WWI soldiers and courageous suffragettes. 
Once again the Year 6 and their Living Nativity stole 
the show, braving the harsh winter weather with the 
sheep and camels to create a wonderfully symbolic 
performance.

The residential trips were extremely memorable, 
times which enable the children to take risks, develop 
their independence, taste fish eyes, watch seals, 
sleep with dinosaurs and live in a Chateaux!  These 
are all amazing opportunities which the children 
embraced wholeheartedly. All such occasions help 
the children to develop their school habits and values 
in being the best that they can be.

Twelve prep school children made up the School’s 
second cohort of our Finding Futures programme, 
where they had opportunities to develop their 
aptitudes in communication, self-awareness, 
resilience and confidence. We had an amazing 
weekend at PGL, rafting, climbing and meeting 
children from other schools. We visited Lavells 
Wetland Trust in Wokingham where we helped 
the volunteers to do a bird count (which was quite 
tricky!!) and finally a fabulous day at Canon for our 
World of Work day. The students had the opportunity 
to learn about HP and took part in a Photo Treasure 
hunt where they created some truly imaginative 
photographs.

P R E P

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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I have a very proud memory of the first Eaton Grange 
assembly of the year in September 2018, looking around 
the nearly full Caudwell Theatre: it was very clear 
that Eaton Grange was well and truly established. Our 
new Year 7 students were excited and perhaps a little 
apprehensive about their move to secondary school and 
our Year 10 students were ready to face the challenges 
of GCSE, which lay ahead but above all there was a great 
feeling of community and readiness to “get the job done”. 

Keen to build on and even improve on the previous years’ 
results, Year 11 settled down to work straightaway.  Along 
with coping with the day-to-day GCSE work, they also 
had to begin to think about the next step so our Eaton 
Grange Sixth Form Fair, with numerous 6th form providers 
housed in the Caudwell Hall one evening, was a very 
useful event to focus the mind.

Everyone continued to get involved in all the usual school 
events as the year progressed, from Languages Week 
when the senior Houses competed to build the tallest 
Eiffel Tower from spaghetti and marshmallows to the 
Year 7 Holme Grange Enterprise Competition, where our 
budding entrepreneurs devised, manufactured and sold 
products at the Christmas Fayre In order to raise money 
for charity.

Drama featured in the Autumn Term as you will read 
in the department pages, a fully committed process, 
with outstanding results, which demands a lot from 
our students when placed alongside the usual weekly 
sporting fixtures and events. In sport, our boys and girls 
celebrated both team and individual successes, but that’s 
the Holme Grange way! Duke of Edinburgh expeditions 
set off and returned, with a few wrong turnings on the 
way, but we were delighted to see our students achieve 
the Bronze and Silver awards they were working towards.

The New Year started with mock GCSE’s and then it was 
time for Year 9 to begin thinking about their Options.  
These decisions are taken after careers’ sessions and 
discussions with parents and staff to ensure that the right 
paths are chosen. 

Trips featured heavily, as each year: The Ski trip, Year 
7 and 8 residentials in the summer term, the activity 
trip to the Ardeche, excursions to Berlin and day trips 
to locations of geographical and historical significance 
were planned, executed and thoroughly enjoyed, and we 
ended the year with a super summary in the form of our 
Speech Day, where we were treated to some wonderful 
music and singing, particularly from our A capella senior 
group, who wowed us all with their talent.

It has been as always a very busy year, but an incredibly 
fulfilling and enjoyable one.  Everyone has worked 
extremely hard and I would like to thank all Eaton Grange 
staff and students for all your energy and enthusiasm.

Y E A R S  7  T O  1 1  -  A M A Z I N G 
W H AT  F I T T E D  I N !

E AT O N  G R A N G E

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11
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S C I E N C E 
What an explosive, innovative, intriguing and interesting year it has been for the Holme Grange Science Department! Pupils 
have enjoyed hundreds of practical activities in our spectacular labs, including dissections, fireworks and hands on fun with the 
Vandergraph.

Pupils and staff alike have not limited their learning to our school but have taken every opportunity to explore our wonderful 
world. Year 8 pupils visited the Big Bang Fair, which afforded them the opportunity to get involved with various experiments 
and engineering tasks, Year 10 delved into the interesting process of photosynthesis at Syngenta and scholars tested their 
minds at Begbrook Park. 

March brought with it the opportunity to celebrate National Science Week and what a week it was! Holme Grange saw Eaton 
Grange students present ‘Science, The Musical’ to the prep school, a first and fantastic show indeed! The pupils 
enjoyed musical numbers such as ‘Defining Gravity’, ‘I will survive’ and ‘The Elements’ which all involved unique lyrics 
performed to well-known musical numbers. Meanwhile, Eaton Grange pupils were treated to a 
spectacular display by our very own teachers! The Chemistry Lab welcomed a new addition 
during this week and we are delighted that Sharky Mc Shark Head is comfortable in his new 
home!

This year, pupils also enjoyed the various opportunities 
to display their talents at a variety of 
competitive events. Participation in both 
the Physics and Biology Challenge’s 
resulted in some fantastic results, 
with Mark Dean and Lily Jelley 
taking Gold in the Biology event. 
In Chemistry, pupils took on the 
challenge of the Salter’s Festival 
of Chemistry, a challenging 
but rewarding experience! 
Prep School pupils also got 
stuck in, doing very well 
in the Quiz Club Science 
Championship!

All in all, a busy but 
rewarding year! The best 
thing about science…..
new discoveries and 
developments. We 
cannot wait to see what 
next year will bring!
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E N G L I S H
The English Department aims to develop children’s understanding 
and use of the English language, in both its written and spoken forms, 
and once again this year, we have offered Holme Grange pupils a wide 
range of activities to support this aim:

Internal and external Poetry Competitions, including the Holme Grange 
hosted Performance Poetry Competition in November; debating, again 
both in house and externally, with our In house Debating competition 
for Year 7-9 new for this academic year, and skilfully contested, with 
all pupils writing their own argumentative essay in preparation for the 
event; Year 9 and 10 pupils entering the Rotary Youth Speaks com-
petition locally; and Year 6 and 7 pupils competing in Bradfield Col-
lege’s Demosthenes Public Speaking Event. We were also delighted 
to be able to congratulate Year 7 pupil Faye 
Rowley’s first place in the Rotary Internation-
al Young Writer’s Competition: a fantastic 
achievement.

Reading is of course central not only to greater 
confidence in this subject, but a wide bolsters 
performance across the curriculum, and we 
have been delighted with the developments 
of our school library relocated to the Oak Hall 
and run by a full-time librarian in support of 
this. The creation of numerous reading coves, 
situated in different areas in the library, has 
provided opportunities for pupils to lose them-
selves in books for a time and we very much 
look forward to putting the exciting new library space in our new Eaton 
Grange building to good use next year.

Live theatre complements the children’s understanding of texts across 
the school and we have had a rich offering this year: A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream was performed al fresco on site in the summer term, 
and theatre trips to see Noughts and Crosses, Matilda, and Les Misera-
bles have been enjoyed by many.
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M AT H S
“Maths with a Smile”, the department motto! The year started with us over the moon and 
certainly smiling after our students achieved a superb set of GCSE grades. We are proud 
to focus on each student as an individual and that we averaged one grade above each 
students’ predicted grade. Successful grades + enthusiastic students = happy + proud maths 
team.

Some say that the old methods are often the best and this has been evident in much 
of the teaching and learning across the school. Early in the year, Craig Barton gave the 
teachers food for thought in alternative teaching strategies which incorporated many 
old style teaching techniques coupled with modern technology.

Across the school pupils have been involved in interschool maths challenges 
including the Primary and Junior Maths Challenge, in both of which we saw the 
highest successes so far fornthe School. Particular congratulations needs to go 
to Emily Knighton for successfully getting through to the Kangaroo stage of the 
Junior Maths Challenge; well done Emily. The year finished with an exhilarating 
and closely fought Interhouse maths competition with Severn coming out on 
top. All competitors should be really proud of making the afternoon a fun 
afternoon demonstrating much of their maths knowledge with enthusiasm.

As the next academic year approaches, we are all looking forward to more 
maths challenges, more enthusiasm and more individual goals reached.



A R T,  D E S I G N  A N D  F O O D 
T E C H N O L O G Y

Pupils, staff and even parents have collaborated in creative 

projects across Art, Design and Food Technology. 

Pupils designed and made stunning products 

across all year groups. Many had the 

opportunity to take part in a variety 

of exciting events and competitions 

both in and out of school. 

We have worked with fashion designer in 

residence, Sarah Pinnell, who has inspired 

pupils to upcycle their own clothes and ex-

hibit them in our Fashion show. 

On STEAM Day, a group of pupils worked with 

bottle top artist, Robson Cesar, to create 

recycled pictures. As part of our fo-

cus on challenge, Pupils in year 

7 delivered STEAM work-

shops to Prep school pupils, 

combining an arts subject with 

one of the STEM subjects. 

Incredibly sophisticated work has also 

been made by our Y11 students in both 

GCSE Art and GCSE Design technology. 

We are really looking forward to seeing what 

pupils will make in the coming year!
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C O M P U T I N G 

A N D 

T E C H N O L O G Y
Computing has had a highly successful year starting with outstanding 

GCSE grades 100% 8 – 5 . Not only were the written papers excellent but 

the programming projects were entirely the pupils own solutions to a very 

involved assignment brief.

 

Beyond lessons there were the competitions, coding clubs and involvement 

in STEAM activities. Holme Grange’s Year 9 pupil Chris Brown won the whole 

UK Bebras computational thinking competition and received his award at 

University Oxford. While in lunch breaks the “extension programs” for Year 8 

and 9 continued in many guises through building Lego Mindstorm engineering 

devices to some pupils embarking on a Government certified “ethical hacking” 

online cyber-security course which continues into next year.

From the lunch time club for Year 9s also sprung a STEAM CSI event held 

by Year 9s for the Year 6s. This was a highly successful event in that it was 

conceived, organised and run by Year 9 pupils and ended up being rolled out 

to some Year 4s and Year 6s. Year 7s also linked DT with Computing with their 

“Desktop Companion” BBC microbit device.

 

There is plenty of opportunity to extend oneself in computing as the 

equipment and access to resources is so readily available. From robots to 

Lego there is a niche past-time for any keen technologist. So while the topics 

in lesson remain Computational Thinking, Programming, Creating Media, 

Computer Systems, Data & Information, Design & Development and the 

effective use of tools and impact of technology, outside of lessons the pupils 

had the opportunity to explore the practical outworking of these concepts 

through the technology that is available to them.
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L A N G U A G E S
Languages Week in September presented the opportunity for recognising different cultures and strengthening our school 

community as we celebrated and valued diversity. Our taste buds were tested with a variety of authentic cuisines served for lunch 

by our amazing kitchen staff and the week culminated with our Year 8 assembly:  An exciting and witty French play performed in 

front of the school and parents. 

A french theme extended into the STEM House challenge, where teams managed to build an Eiffel tower with only spaghetti and 

marshmallows and pictures taken during the photo booth 

sessions went viral! We all loved seeing pupils presented as 

typically French, German and Spanish people. They all made 

us smile wearing those quirky moustaches...

In the classroom it was a pleasure to hear and see the 

Reception class perform a German traditional nursery rhyme 

during their language taster day and pupils across the 

school have been encouraged to bake and taste authentic 

French and German specialities to complement their studies. 

We definitely discovered some talented bakers! 

Our German GCSE pupils visited the German Embassy 

Careers fair where they talked to professionals about how 

to achieve their dream occupation. Some of them even 

practised their German interview skills.

The French, German and Spanish GCSE Conference 

deepenened and strengthened exam skills and students 

were able to meet other pupils with the same interests from 

different schools.  

The incredible finale of the year were the school trips to 

Berlin (Eaton Grange) and to Normandy (Year 6).  These trips 

widened pupils’ knowledge of different cultures, traditions 

and lifestyles.  Pupils had the awesome opportunity to 

implement their language skills in an authentic environment. 

Our language pupils accomplished incredible things this 

year.  Bon travail!  Gut gemacht! 

¡ Bien hecho !



M U S I C
2018/19 was another exciting year in our Music Department 

at Holme Grange! Music continues to flourish in all phases. 

The standard of musical performances have been higher 

than ever, with the introduction of more polished evening 

concerts as well as Debut Concerts for beginners. We have 

had a record number of students perform this year.

We have an abundance of music resources and facilities 

which students can enjoy and discover, which caters for all 

levels of musicianship. Our students have opportunities to 

learn keyboard, Gamelan, Steel Pans, African Drumming 

and a newly established Music Tech Course available 

to them as an after-school club. There are a variety of 

music ensembles and clubs that students can join during 

lunchtimes, including our Prep Choir, Encore Choir, Junior 

Orchestra, Eaton Grange Choir, Boys Choir, Vocal Ensemble, 

Camerata Strings, Eaton Grange Orchestra and Rock 

Schools. 

Our Prep Choir and Encore Choir performed in the Woodley 

Festival and achieved a Merit and Highly Commended. The 

Prep Choir was even invited back to the finalist concert for 

all the best school choirs in Berkshire!

Our students regularly have opportunities to take music 

exams and we support three different exam boards at 

Holme Grange. All of our results are excellent; in the Spring 

Term alone, we had 42 music exams taking place with 100% 

success, 50% gained distinctions, 43% gained merits and 7% 

gained passes.

Music rocks at Holme Grange and we can’t wait to bring 

even more music and performances to life next year with 

even more exciting opportunities and events awaiting our 

young musicians.
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D R A M A
Autumn saw performance of the Eaton Grange Production: 

Arabian Nights by Dominic Cooke (RSC version). The 

purpose of the exercise was to give as many pupils as 

possible the chance to contribute an individual character 

and to be part of an all-inclusive cast and production 

team of over thirty pupils from Years 7 – 11. The students 

created a free-flowing production with a minimal set and 

imaginative use of props, weaving seamlessly through a 

series of stories, which though successful was a challenge 

to the pupils’ flexibility and stamina. In all, over 22 pupils 

were involved with the acting, lights, sound, costumes and 

props.

Later that term we were treated to the Pre Prep Nativity, 

Year 1 & 2 EYFS Nativity-  annual events full of colour and 

unexpected dramatic moments!

Spring saw Year 7 & 8 enter the ISA competition for the first 

time with ‘THE BOUNCING BALL’. Under stiff competition, 

we won The Thorpe Hall Prize for Best ensemble 

production showing professionalism and innovation.

Prep School Years 5 & 6 laid on Roald Dahl’s Goldilocks 

in the summer term. The lighting was designed by the 

students and the sound and lighting team were given a 

tutored freehand to incorporate their ideas. Backstage crew 

were given control over the organisation of a very busy 

production.  Years 3 & 4 delighted us with Matilda, with over 

100 pupils taking to the stage.

Thank you to all staff and pupils who offered freely of their 

own time in order to bring our productions to life and set a 

high bar fior the coming years. 

30





H I S T O R Y  &  G E O G R A P H Y
The running theme for the History Department this 
year has seen a growing curiosity about the Great 
War throughout the school, as pupils researched 
how the Western Front became such a stalemate 
situation. 

Historical Character Day in February saw some 
amazing costumes created and acquired to 
empathise with events of the past. Pupils celebrated 
the centenary of the Women’s Suffrage Movement 
as well as providing an atmosphere in sympathy with 
the era and even shared cake constructed in the form 
of a trench system – examples of nearly 60 models 
made by Year 5 pupils as part of their in depth 
research project.  

Our own outdoor classroom, in the form of a British 
WW1 Trench was established and visited by several 
year groups as they learned about living conditions 
and shared experiences from the past. Pupils’ 
enthusiasm was further enhanced by examining 
genuine WW1 artefacts loaned by a parent and 
other visits to places of historical interest, such as 
Hampton Court Palace and the site of the Battle of 
Hastings, where their resilience was tested in joining 
the Saxon shield wall experience. History is alive and 
living at Holme Grange – long may this passion and 

excitement continue to thrive!

Meanwhile there were numerous opportunities for 
pupils to learn about the world in which we live 
through Geographical enrichment: Pre-Prep day out 
to the Living Rainforest, the Year 5 trip to Aylmerton, 
a Year 8 visit to Lulworth Cove, Year 11 field trips 
and of course the excursion to Iceland for our Year 
7s complemented an approach in class where the 
fragility of our natural world became evident through 
taught content. Various environmental projects 
arose as a consequence: reusing plastic bottles for a 
greenhouse and beach cleaning on the Sussex Coast 
to name but two.
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O U T D O O R  L E A R N I N G

Students in Prep School and Eaton Grange have experienced 

many opportunities of awe and wonder this year as part of 

our Outdoor Learning program. 

At the beginning of the year, we took students and animals to 

the Moreton in Marsh Show; with much success in the pygmy 

goat category. 

A highlight of the Autumn Term was hosting the Patron of 

the Middle White Association, Anthony Worrall 

Thompson, when he opened our new school 

farm site. He spoke with our children about 

the importance of knowing where our food 

comes from and the value of rearing and 

growing your own food. 

In December, we attended the Stafford 

Winter Fair to take part in the annual 

sausage making competition and the 

students had the opportunity to see how 

animals are shown and 

judged. The children 

took ownership of 

process of creating 

our own outdoor 

beds to grow a wider 

variety of plants. 

This involved using 

teamwork, leadership 

and determination to 

transport compost in 

large quantities. 

The Farm Shop was opened in the Spring Term allowing our 

students to see the outcome of their hard work and develop 

their communication skills in selling our produce. The year 

came to a fantastic end when we were awarded finalists in 

‘Best Use of the School Farm in the Curriculum’ at the annual 

School Farm Network awards.
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C H A L L E N G E  F O R  A L L
Challenge, as a concept which runs through our curriculum, sets the bar for both teaching 
and learning. Ensuring that pupils are seen very much as individuals, we strive to set high 
expectations for all, in a learning environment which is inspirational, linguistically rich, has 
no fear of failure and in which every child can succeed.

There have been various events, 
competitions and visits which have 

complemented this approach, 
illustrating to our pupils the 
opportunities beyond the school 
years, and enriching the curriculum: 

visits to tech companies (3M) 
and the Teen Tech exhibition in 
Portsmouth (summer 2019) to 
see the work at “the coalface” 
for our older pupils has given 
a taste for the world of work 

in STEM industries, and we’ve 
entered and been successful in a 

number of competitions for example 
the “Top of the Bench” competition held 

by the Royal Society of Chemistry, where 
Holme Grange pupils competed against 
teams from the very top UK independent 
schools.

40





E N R I C H M E N T
Trips are very much a part of the staple diet in 
enriching our pupils’ experiences, providing 
opportunities to learn and challenge oneself in equal 
measure.

It isn’t possible to list all of the trips and visits 
across the School for the year, and a number have 
been referred to in other sections of the yearbook, 
however, however highlights must include the 
residentials to Bushcraft (Years 3 and 4), Aylmerton 
(Year 5), Normandy (Year 6), Iceland (Year 7) and the 
(very damp) Cotswolds for Year 8, the biennial ski trip, 
which this year travelled to Austria, and the water 
sports activity excursion to the Ardeche this summer 
not to forget Year 2s’ Big Sleepover!.

Our clubs programme offers pupils a wide range 
of activities to broaden horizons – physically active 
clubs such as scuba diving and trampolining prove 
popular as well as the more traditional activities such 

as drama, sport and IT and pupils have made good 
use of the Food Tech room this year, be that our 
Year 9s as part of their B-TEC in Food, younger years 
baking during curriculum time or as part of the after 
school cookery club.

Our Duke of Edinburgh programme is developing 
apace with more students in Eaton Grange involved 
than ever before. Expeditions to practise the 
discipline of orienteering and camping effectively 
and safely come before the assessed expedition and 
we were delighted to see a number of pupils achieve 
their silver awards this year.

Pupils benefit from opportunities for leadership 
across the school, be that as House Captains in 
Pre-Prep, student council reps (all years), Year 6 
peer mentors, Year 8 ambassadors or as part of the 
student leadership team in Year 11.
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C H A R I T Y  A N D  O U T R E A C H
Holme Grange has a deep commitment to community and 
this year has raised funds and worked with organisations 
to ensure that our pupils have an awareness of their wider 
responsibilities as citizens: locally, nationally and globally.

The House Charity week was once again a resounding 
success; Year 7 Enterprise projects, as mentioned 
previously; work to support the Link Visiting Scheme, 
for whom we host a Christmas lunch; Harvest collection 
for, and Carol singing at, WADE; and many pupil devised 
events such as cake sales and guess the teddy’s name to 
support more personal projects.

Prep school pupils gave up a weekend day to travel to the 

Sussex coast to litter pick, motivated by the damaging 
impact of plastics in our oceans, and our Eaton Grange Art 
scholars have been working with pupils in a local primary 
school to provide workshops to develop the arts in the 
local community.

Of course, we continue our relationship with Our Lady 
of Nazareth School in Nairobi, Kenya – Year 9 and 10 
students last summer travelling to spend time in our sister 
school accompanied by a party led by Mrs Robinson and 
Mr Webster to develop our links further. We look forward 
to welcoming representatives from OLON to Holme 
Grange in the coming academic year.
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G C S E  R E S U LT S
Another record GCSE year with nearly half of all grades 
being 9 – 7, the old A* - A. This is a great achievement for 
a lovely year group who worked so hard.

Mrs Robinson was delighted at the results, “This year 
group deserve their success with many achieving top 
grades. I’m also pleased for the staff who worked hard to 
prepare our students for these exams. 

The Science department particularly with nearly all 
students securing 9-7 grades. 75% of all Art, Craft and 
Design grades were 9-7 and 60% of ICT and Computer 
Science grades were 9-7.

I am extremely pleased that this year group has been so 
successful, they worked extremely hard and have been 

an outstanding year group within the school. This group 
of students represent our values and habits so well. 
They move onto their next adventure with confidence, 
resilience and self-belief. We have not only provided the 
platform for the pupils to achieve academically but they 
are well rounded people able to deal with whatever life 
will challenge them with.

Everyone, students and staff, deserves congratulations 
for their commitment and energy as they worked 
together towards the GCSEs. I wish everyone the best of 
luck as they move onto some exciting opportunities in a 
range of 6th form and apprenticeship settings.”

Mrs Robinson



O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
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