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        Autumn 2018 
 

Scholarships are awarded on merit to the highest achievers in  competitive  
examinations and assessments. Candidates who win awards will have an 
outstanding ability and the school will undertake to nurture that talent. Scholars 
will be expected to make a major contribution to the school. 
 
Awards of varying value, from 5% to 25%  of the tuition fees are  awarded in 
Academic,  Sport, Art and Drama & Performing Arts  categories and at the 
Head’s discretion, to  ‘All-rounders.’ The actual amount awarded will be 
determined through the performance in the  application process.   
 
Means-tested bursaries can be awarded to supplement  a Scholarship. 



Our commitment to personalised learning and tutorial system provides our pupils 
with an invaluable advantage as they move onto the next  stages of their 
educational journey, which they face with confidence as independent learners with 
a determination to succeed. 
 
The opportunities available to our young students are quite unique and all our 
pupils make outstanding progress as they work with the tutorial system not 
normally met until young people study for ‘A’ levels. Their leadership skills are 

nurtured as we equip them successfully to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century learner. 
 
 
 
 As we have extended the age range of our    
school to 16, the accelerated progress our pupils 
make in Y7&8 will continue to prepare them 
well for their GCSEs at 16 and we are confident 
our students will continue with their positive 
learning trajectory as they prepare for these 
examinations.  
 
We truly believe in the benefits of our school 
environment where young people gain the 
essential skills necessary to enable them to 
succeed with any future  educational journey.  
 
 
 

If you would like to apply for a scholarship at 11+ or 13+ please  
complete the application form. In addition please submit on a separate piece of  
paper a hand written application letter from your child (in their own words), in 
under 200 words, explaining why they feel they should be considered and what 
they will do to contribute to the life of the school.   
 
Those not currently at Holme Grange should also submit a Registration form with 
the accompanying Registration Fee (£200). 



What is a Scholar? 
A scholar is someone genuinely interested in the life of the mind. A Scholar has a 
desire to know, and a desire to build the skills to allow understanding. A Scholar 
is inquisitive, asking questions and not being satisfied until they are adequately 
answered. A Scholar may have specialised aptitudes, perhaps in mathematics, 
the acquisition of languages, a mastery of science, art, sport, music, drama or a 
particularly vivid imagination. A Scholar is   
persistent, not giving  up at the first hint of 
difficulty. 
 
Our Scholarship entrance process seeks to 
identify those    with a mind receptive to : 
 development 
 challenge   
 opportunities  
Award winners will be the leaders of their 
generation.  
 
 
 
 

 
Scholarship entrance test papers do not require 
any formal knowledge   beyond the normal age - 
appropriate syllabuses. They are not designed to 
test additional learning  
beyond these, rather they are designed in an 
open-ended way to test skills, aptitude and 
potential,  intellectual or other as determined by 
the child’s skills and talents. 
 
The following guidelines provide the framework 
for a well-rounded scholar who will not only 
excel academically but develop critical social  and 
interpersonal skills. 

Additionally, a well-rounded scholar should 
embrace the arts, physical fitness and other joys 
of the creative human experience. 



Expectations 

As a scholar at Holme Grange, each scholar is expected to:- 

 Attend and arrive on time every day with all required materials. 

 Exhibit our core values of citizenship, a love of learning, and self-control 
at all times and live the ‘Holme Grange Way’. 

 Follow the student code of conduct. 

 Follow the student dress code. 

 Complete all homework tasks set. 

 Participate in before-school or after-school tutoring sessions if 
necessary. 

 Participate in enrichment, community service and activities. 

 Work on improving or maintaining health and physical fitness. 

 Help maintain the school building by keeping it clean and participating 
in clean-up activities. 

 Accept responsibility for their behaviour. 

 Treat Staff and all pupils with the utmost respect. 

 Participate enthusiastically in School life, e.g. Sport, 
Drama & Performing Arts, Music,  Academic. 

Academic 

With our excellent pupil to staff ratio, Holme Grange can 

guarantee its Scholars the personal and professional 

attention that their talents deserve.  In recognition of our provision for the 

more able pupil, we were awarded the NACE Challenge Award in November 

2013. Academic Scholars will be  challenged and stimulated both within and 

without the confines of the curriculum.  

From an early stage in Eaton Grange, pupils are given the opportunity to make 

presentations and lead discussions on their studies. Beyond the curriculum, 

many organised activities provide the opportunity to develop powers of 

initiative and leadership.  

Our careers and Higher Education Advisers will take a special interest in  

encouraging Scholars, as well as all other pupils, to seek the most exciting 

opportunities beyond school.  



The Application Process 
These awards are judged not just on the basis of one test result but take into  
account a pupil's ability, attitude and work ethos. For existing pupils, the latest 
test results are used, together with reports from their subject teachers. All new 
pupils will be expected to undertake an assessment in school which will enable 
us to ascertain their current academic standard. 
 

We ask all pupils to put in writing to us, in under 200 words, why they feel 

they should be considered and what they will do to contribute to the life of 

the school.   
 

All applicants will be interviewed by the Headteacher or a member of the 
Senior Leadership Team , in addition to any interviews held by subject specific 
staff. 
 

All candidates will be expected to bring with them: 

 A piece of work they are particularly proud of in any curriculum area 

 Equipment required to be assessed in the subject for which an 
application has been made—i.e. Art, Sport, Music and Drama & 
Performing Arts 

 Any additional items listed below in the relevant subject sections. 

Candidates applying for a scholarship into Y9 will be expected to study their 

subject to GCSE level. 



The Academic Assessment 
All candidates registering for entry to the School in Eaton Grange will 
sit papers in English, Mathematics and Science set by the School and 
based upon work covered in Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum 
(for Y7) or Key Stage 3 curriculum (Y9) 
 

Candidates will also sit entry tests in Verbal and Non Verbal 
Reasoning and they will have an interview with the Headteacher.  
 

A report will be required from the current school. 

The examination will be held at Holme Grange and candidates must present   
themselves 10 minutes before the start of the first examination. Lunch will be   
provided. A timetable for the examination will be issued to all candidates.  
Internal Candidates Applying for an Academic scholarship: 

As we already know the pupils in our school and have all the academic assessments to 
hand, they will not be required to sit any additional examinations on the day. 
 

Art Scholarship 
For entry into Year 7  

 Candidates will be asked to bring in a minimum of 

three pieces of art that they have completed over 

the last 18 months. One piece should include a 

personal response to the work of an artist. 

 Candidates will sit a 45 minute drawing exam and a 

15 minute imaginative task, for which no 

preparation is necessary. 

 Candidates will be expected to discuss their work 

and their passion for art in an informal interview.  
 

For entry into Year 9 

 Candidates should bring a portfolio of recent artwork, including sketchbooks. 

This should include a personal response to the work of an artist, demonstrating 

an understanding of their ideas. 

 Candidates will sit a 1½ hour drawing exam and a 30 minute imaginative task, 

for which no preparation is necessary. 

 Candidates will be expected to discuss their work and their passion for art in an 

informal interview and give a guided viewing of their portfolio.  

 Candidates will be expected to demonstrate their commitment to art outside of 

timetabled lessons. 



Sport Scholarship  
Pupils will be tested on a number of fitness elements and perform 
skills from 3 school sports.  Pupils are asked to support their 
application by providing any additional evidence such as references 
from external coaches and/or evidence of achievements which they 
are able to talk about during their interview.   

Principal Sports at Holme Grange 
Boys – football, rugby, cricket 
Girls – hockey, netball, rounders 
General Fitness tests  
Stamina 5 minute continuous run – around astro – how many laps?  
Speed  Sprint (two lengths of the astro) (Time) 
Flexibility  Sit and reach test (how far)  
Agility   Illinois agility run 
Co-ordination Throw and catch a tennis ball against a wall from 2m (How 
many in a minute) 

One to One conversation with a member of the Sports Department  
Pupils will be asked to talk about their application and why they will be 
a suitable sport scholar.  During this conversation pupils may provide 
any supporting documentation. 
 

Any supporting documents  
Pupils may provide references / recommendations from external coaches  
Show any relevant awards/achievements   
Show any relevant photos/video footage from performances outside of school 

 

Music Scholarship 

Candidates will not necessarily be expected to have passed 
any specific grade examination of the recognised boards 
although it is anticipated that the vast majority will have done 
so. The audition panel is specifically looking for musicianship, 
the potential to develop a mature musicality and a technique 
that will facilitate this.  
Candidates are expected to be able to play fluently at the following minimum 
standards on their main instrument: 
 11+ (for Y7 Entry) Grade 4 
 13+ (for Y9 Entry) Grade 5 
At audition, candidates will be required to: 
 play two pieces on their first instrument AND 
 one on their second instrument. In addition candidates will be asked:   
 to sight read on their main instrument,  
 complete aural tests appropriate to their highest level of  performance  



They will be encouraged to talk about  their own music-making, musical 
tastes and aspirations. Following the performances, candidates will take part 
in a discussion about their involvement in music, both in and out of school, as 
well as their interests, likes and dislikes.  
 
If candidates learn an instrument outside school, a reference or testimony 

from their instrumental teacher is required. Any certificates of grade exams 

or festival entries may also be brought along on the day. 

Drama & Performing Arts Scholarship 
     

Pupils will be required to perform, from memory, a monologue provided. This 
is an opportunity to demonstrate the ability as an actor, as well as  
understanding of text.  

Following this performance, there will be a brief  discussion about the 
pupil’s involvement in  drama and performing arts, both in and out of 
school, as well as their interests in the theatre.  

If applicants attend any  drama clubs or lessons  outside school, they 
may wish to bring a reference or testimony from their teacher, 
outlining their progress and participation.  
 
Any LAMDA certificates or similar may also be  brought along on the day. 



Art @ Holme Grange 
The Holme Grange Art Department is buzzing with creativity, 
inviting scholars to believe that anything is possible in Art. They 
will be coached in how to exploit the potential of media and 
techniques to cultivate mastery in visual art.  They will also be 
introduced to the work of inspiring artists, designers and crafts 
practitioners to fuel their own passion.  
The standard of the department is excellent, offering a wide 
range of visual equipment and media; these include drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, mixed media, digital 
photography, textiles and installation art. Art scholars are given 
a designated space in the Gascoyne Art Studio, where they can 
pursue their own creative ideas and work like real artists. 
Art Scholars are expected to lead art activities as well as entering their own work into 
art exhibitions and competitions, both in-house and externally.  They will benefit from 
attending artist led workshops and visits to exhibitions, which will inform their own 
practice. The Art Department also offers extra-curricular activities through afterschool 
clubs where art scholars can further develop their skills (where they will be given 
priority places).  
As a guide, I would say that if your child has achieved an attainment level 6 or above 
in art on their end of term reports, then they may be a good candidate for 
scholarship. A demonstration of enthusiasm and curiosity for the subject should be 

evident in their application. We are looking for candidates to 
display an enquiring mind when it comes to creating, as well 
as initiative.   We expect candidates to show an interest in 
the world of Art and design by being able to talk about works 
of art that they have seen first-hand when visiting art 
galleries and exhibitions.  

Drama & Performing Arts @ Holme 
Grange 
 

Holme Grange has an enviable reputation for its Drama, 
performing arts, musical  theatre and LAMDA provision. With 
the new state-of-the-art 300 seat Caudwell Hall theatre and 
performing arts suite now open this area  of the curriculum  
continues to go from strength to strength .  

 
To date, we have showcased several productions in addition to a varied programme 
of smaller events which we intend to build on  further. Our pupils undertake work 
towards being awarded the Arts Award (Bronze in Y7, Silver in Y8 and Gold in Y9 and 
above). We aim to enable pupils to enjoy a wide range of theatrical experiences and 
to  develop the artistic and technical knowledge of our pupils.  We have several pupils 
who have been awarded contracts for filming and are supported in this by the School. 



Music @ Holme Grange 
Holme Grange has an outstanding reputation 
for Music and our new music school and 
drama suite is incorporated in the Caudwell 
Hall. 
 
Music scholars will receive instrumental 
tuition in school, the cost of all or part of 
which may be covered by the Scholarship at 
the discretion of the Head, in consultation 
with the Director of Music. 
 
Music Scholars will be expected to be fully involved in the work of the School’s many 
ensembles, including Choir, orchestra etc. and their instrumental progress will be 
closely monitored throughout their time in the school.  
 
Music Scholars will participate in a rich programme of opportunity including  
concerts, tours and festivals.  We cater for a diverse range of instrumental tuition and 
have some pupils who play in both local and National Youth 
Orchestra. 
 

Sport @ Holme Grange 

For boys in Y7&8 the principal sports are Football,  
Rugby and Cricket. For girls, they are  Hockey,  
Netball and Rounders.  
 
Both boys and girls participate in a range of  other 
sports including basketball, athletics, swimming, 
cross country,  tennis and table tennis. Some 
additional sports will be explored in Y9 and above using our own and 
off site facilities for squash, badminton, golf, water sports etc. 
It is expected that candidates for a Sport Scholarship will play sport 
outside school, at least at club level, and will have the potential to 
play at county or national level in one of the principal sports played 
at Holme Grange.  

 
Holme Grange supports a number of pupils who play and compete at National level 
and where their training regime is rigorous outside of school. Where this is the case,  
arrangements are made, in consultation with parents and the Headteacher, to adjust 
the timetable where appropriate to ensure breadth is maintained and progress 
achieved across the board.  



 

Eaton Grange Scholarships 

www.holmegrange.org 

0118 978 1566 


